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By Jeanne Doering Zornes

I

couldn't hide the tears that poured
down my cheeks as I wrote.
"What's wrong?" my college roommate asked as she walked over to my
desk.
"I just wrote a very important letter to
my dad," 1 answered, blotting my face.
"Things out of the depths of the heart
come hard."
It was September 24. Five days later,
on the twenty-ninth, my dad would sit
alone on what would have been his
thirty-eighth wedding anniversary.
This anniversary, Mom was gone.
Her battle with cancer had ended in
early summer. I knew Dad's aloneness
would be difficult. I had spent the last
part of the summer with him, but I felt I
had to go ahead with plans to start
graduate school that fall, 2,400 miles
away. Leaving was difficult. He had
hugged me tightly and wept as he prayed
for a safe journey for me.
There had been times in recent years
when I resisted hugging him. I'd been
hurt deeply by a fractured romance, so
for a while it was hard for me to relate to
any man. But as God brought emotional
healing, he showed me the strong character of my dad.
Soul Provider
Before I was born, Dad had surrendered a secure job as a chemist in
Washington State to move to southern
California where doctors said Mom's
chronic asthma would improve. Although a college graduate, he sold kitchen pans and vacuum cleaners door-todoor until he was able to get work in his
profession.
He insisted on being the family's sole
2

provider. He never wanted Mother to
have to work if she didn't want to, and
she never did. He encouraged her in her
sewing and art hobbies, even helping her
tie quilts and mark hems. He had a giving spirit and was often the one who
helped the widows in our town, by visiting them and doing minor home repair.
I saw more of his tender heart as
cancer drained away Mom's life. I remember watching him at her deathbed,
reading to her from Psalm 116 ("Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death
of his saints") and then faithfully holding her swollen hand until his head
drooped in exhausted sleep.
Now he faced probably the loneliest
day of his grief. I wanted to tell him I
loved him and that I was thankful for
him.
I'd been reading through Paul's letters

Ma, my times I had
told my dad that
I loved him.
But now, more
than ever, he
needed that
affirmation.

in the New Testament. Over and over,
the apostle had expressed thanks:
"I do not cease to give thanks for you"
(Eph 1:16). "I thank my God in all my
remembrance of you" (Phil 1:3). "We
always thank God, the Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for
you" (Col 1:3). "I thank God whom I
serve with a clear conscience, as did my
fathers, when I remember you constantly
in my prayers" (2 Tim. 1:3).
Affirmative Action
If Paul could tell his spiritual children
how thankful he was for them, why
couldn't I tell my dad how thankful I
was for him? Many times, of course, I'd
told Dad that I loved him. But now,
more than ever, he needed that affirmation. He needed to know why. And so I
wrote that letter. It carried a message I
could not have delivered in person.
I learned later that he cried when he
got the letter. And he shared it with a
few close friends. Ten weeks later he
died of a heart attack.
Dropping out of school to take care
of affairs, I faced the huge task of cleaning out the family home. As I dumped
out drawers and sorted through the piles
of mail, I remembered the anniversary
letter. Had he kept it? Dad usually saved
everything of sentimental value. Or had
the letter upset him so much that he
destroyed it?
January passed, then February as I
slowly sorted out his and Mother's personal belongings. I found old birthday
cards, my grade-school papers and letters ten and fifteen years old. But not
that letter. Then in March I got to the
closet where luggage was stored. There
Evangelical Visitor

it was, in the pocket of the suitcase he
used on a trip the week before his death.
He had kept it with him!
Love Letter
I opened it and cried again, thankful
I'd written when I did:
"Dear Daddy, I know this will be a
very lonely September 29 for you without Mom. I wish I could be there to
comfort you. I greatly miss her, too, and
as I write this the tears are coming so fast
I have to blot my face every few words. I
don't know what it's like to celebrate an
anniversary with the one you love. Though
1 would desire to be married, God has
not granted that privilege. But he did
grant it to you and Mom, and along
with it he sent the sorrows and joys that
stretched you, refined you and perfected
you.
"I wasn't there, only a plan in God's
mind, when Mom's health necessitated
the move to California in the early
1940s. But I look back on that move as
one illustration of a man who—despite
the fragile uncertainties of the future—
honored his commitment to love and
care for his wife. That takes a special
man.
"The Lord, knowing Mom's needs,
was infinitely wise when he brought you
two together, and assigned Mom's care
to you (and your care likewise, to her).
And that is hardly the beginning of the
story, because when he gave you two
daughters, he deemed you worthy of
caring for them too.
"I can't help but believe that the Lord
has more tasks for you as you have now
greater resources in abilities and time
than ever before. And he will show you
what those tasks are to be.
"But while we wait—either for the
hope of his calling or (maranatha!) the
hope of his coming—we can wait confident that neither death nor life... things
present nor things to come . . . in fact,
nothing 'will be able to separate us from
the love of God, in Christ Jesus our
Lord' (Rom 8:39).
"I love you in a deep w a y . . . and God
loves you infinitely. Jeanne."
Each sentence had been hard to put
down. I had hidden my gratitude too
long.
Daddy's aloneness now is over. But
I'm thankful that God prompted me to
send that note of love—in time.
•
The author lives in Wenatchee,
Washington, where she and her husband are
members of the local Free Methodist
Church.
October 1983
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Letters

Dear Elizabeth,
It is a bright and sunny Sunday morning and the thirdfull
day of your life. There is so much I'd like to say to you: how
much I already love you, how much I hope your life will be
wonderful in every possible way . . .
I opened the Bible just now and came to Psalm 116. It
begins:
I love the Lord, for he heard my voice;
He heard my cry for mercy.
Because he turned his ear to me,
I will call on him as long as I live.
All our prayers about you, especially during my labor, were
heard and I do love the Lord for that. Myfondest wish is that,
by the time you read this letter, you know this same love for
God in your own life. It is the only thing that really matters
and makes everything else you do worthwhile.
Let me recount some of the details of your birth .... You
were due on the 26th and arrived 6:35 a.m. on the 27th. I hope
you are that punctual all your life . ... I was delighted to see
your long, slender feet, one of which had been jabbing me in
the right lower rib for at least two months . . .
4

What you have just read is an excerpt from a letter written
to our daughter. The envelope (labled "to Beth, when you are
married"), is securely stored with family documents of
worldly value like insurance policies, stocks and bonds, and
birth certificates. But we hope that this seemingly insignificant letter, already yellowing and bent, someday will hold
redeeming and inestimable value for her. If the words help
her to a knowledge of the quality of love which parents are
privileged to borrow from God's storehouse of "agape," then
a little ink and a few hours of time will have been worth
everything.
Long before they could read, I wrote to my children
through letters and a journal which will belong to them one
day. I believe it is an unusual person who will not ask (either
10 or 50 years hence), "Who am I, Dad?" or "What was it like
for you, Mom?" or "Where do I fit in?" So I am trying to
personalize them in a world of frightening depersonalization.
Our children will have a legacy of writing to preserve the
details of their lives, some insights of their mother, and the
love we had for them as they grew.
Recently, after studying the 14th chapter of John, I discovEvangelical Visitor

to my
children
by Andrea Harrison
ered interesting justification for these letters and for my
attempt to reach out to my children. Jesus has just had an
exchange with his disciples—his earthly children—in which
he tries to give them words of comfort and encouragement.
Philip then says, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be
enough for us." One can almost hear the gentle, patient,
pleading disappointment in Jesus' voice when he answers in
verse 9, "Don't you know me, Philip, even after I have been
among you such a long time?" But Jesus, at the same time,
realizes that they will not fully understand who he is until they
grow up spiritually after the resurrection.
In this passage, we see Jesus in his function as master
teacher on how to develop lasting, intimate, life-changing
relationships. He may not have written letters to his child-like
disciples, but he spent hours teaching and admonishing, telling and re-telling the things of the Kingdom—just as parents
should do. The disciples were becoming changed persons
because they were starting to see life from a godly perspective.
Yet they did not quite understand.
How can we draw upon the Holy Spirit's resources to
touch the people around us the way Jesus did? Personalities
and circumstances create so many barriers to communication
that many of us tend to live "on the surface." For a number of
reasons (schedules among them), we accept superficiality or
mere cordiality in most relationships and so insulate our
feelings that we miss the joy of really knowing each other—
even within our own families. Writing to our children can be
one bridge across the chasm that can separate us over the
years.
Just as the disciples perceived Jesus in an inaccurate light,
our growing children see their parents through the filters of
protection and authority. They cannot perceive with maturity, either from an historical or personal viewpoint, what
happens in their lives. Yet, as a parent, I want them to have a
knowledge of these things.
Let me give you an historical example. The only U.S.
president to resign his office did so on our son's first birthday.
This was an event of great impact which I wanted Carl to see
through our eyes as well as those of an historian who
authored a high school history book. In other families, events
of personal significance may occur such as the birth or death
of a sibling, a move to a different community, an accident, or
the conferring of some special honor. Our views and accounts
of these can be greatly rewarding to our children later on. But
for them to understand how Jesus Christ functioned in their
lives before they were even aware seems of utmost importance.
October 1983

The night you were born, Beth, we startedfor the hospital
at 2 a.m.... About halfway there, we were dismayed to come
upon a train stopped across the road. Also ahead of us were
two cars. Your dad got out and yelled the classic line, "Could
you move, please? My wife is having a baby." One of the
drivers ahead, a monstrous man, called out through the
night, "Follow me." Daddy had to turn around anyway, so
wefollowed the man's car about 100feet. Then this threateningform stopped, got out, and walked slowly back toward us,
reaching into his pocket. (Keep in mind this was in the wee
morning hours; not another soul around.)
I was mortified. Here we were, I thought, my contractions
very strong and we were about to be robbed, mugged, or who
knows what else. I begged your daddy, " Don't trust him. Go!
GO!" But in perfect character, your father waited as the huge
man approached, pulled out his wallet, flashed a badge, and
said, "Tm a policeman. Follow me."
As it turned out, you see, the Lord had sent you a guardian
angel who led us by a back, unknown route to the emergency
room door, then vanished. . .
I am glad I recorded the details of that night for Beth—a
night of adventure and miracles. For time tends to obscure
memories—even of the Lord's faithfulness. I have no doubt
that when Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper with the words,
"Do this in remembrance of me," he did so knowing the value
of intimate relationships and cherishable memories. Because
of all they had been through together, he would miss the
disciples as much as they would miss him. He also knew what
they would suffer after he departed from them. He wanted
them to remember his teaching, just as we want our children
to remember us.
It is likewise not so amazing that the Lord's beloved John
captured this same spirit of fatherly love when he addressed
his friends "little children" numerous times in his first epistle.
And what better model for letter writing can we have than
God himself who has bequeathed us a whole book of letters
and accounts so that we can fully know him—our heavenly
father?
Dear Carl,
The other day when you heard the words from Romans 8,
"If God befor us, who can be against us?" sung from Messiah,
I saw a tear in your eye. When 1 asked you why you were
crying, you said in a baffled voice, "Because it's so pretty."
What a precious moment for me to know that, at six years
old, you could be touched by the great master Handel and by
the love of God. . .
Try writing to your children about the good times and the
bad. The Holy Spirit will help you. Tell them how the Lord
has worked in their lives. But most of all, allow them to know
you. With all the hatred, violence, disappointments, and tears
they may encounter in the world when they are grown, you
can give them the unique experience of a record of your love
down through the years. They can look back at their particular history, know you and themselves more fully, and sense
the love of God through you, whether you are still living or
not. Perhaps you may even want to quote for them the
opening verses of John 14: "Do not let your hearts be
troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me." Let them know
there is plenty of room in God's mansion for them.
•
Andrea Harrison is the pen name of a Brethren in Christ freelance
writer living in the midwest.

5

I

have written literally thousands of
letters. Down through the years I
have written many complimentary
letters of appreciation to preachers,
evangelists, and church workers. It seems
that I was born a personal letter writer.
My earliest recollection of letter writing
was in my late teens, during World War
I. At that time, I wrote to friends in the
armed forces and I did the same in
World War II. I had two courtships in
which a lot of letter writing was involved.
The first was as a young man and the
second was in 1967. In 1966 I was
widowed and, due to loneliness, I again
took pen in hand. The response was very
good and for fifteen and a half years the
recipient of those letters and I have been
living happily together in the Lord.
As my children left home for academy and college work, letters followed
them, usually at least one a week. This
showed love and concern on our part as
parents as well as creating a little home
atmosphere for them. I followed the
same procedure when my oldest son
went to Germany and Greece for three
years with the first I-W boys overseas.
Howard F. Landis Sr. is a member of the
Souderton (PA.)
congregation.

We were always great for family life—
wherever the children went, we followed
them with a letter.
The art of letter writing has been
somewhat overlooked because of telephone and other means of communication, but it has never lost its value. It has
that same warm touch it always had,
and it is relaxing to the writer. There is
no set time to write; you can do it at 4
a.m. or 8 p.m. A letter writer is a good
public relations person for your church.
This can give your church a good deal of
publicity. But to be a good letter writer
requires self-discipline. Start in your
younger days. Not too many senior citizens start letter writing.
Another interesting thing is writing
letters to Christian workers—to people
in all walks of life and different parts of
the world whom you may have never
even met. It is refreshing to communicate with young people, couples, and
friends who have moved out of your
area. The purpose should be to give
church and family news, love, concern,
encouragement, and compassion.
Since 1969 we have been corresponding with people in Virginia and, since
1967, in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania. In
both these places we spent a lot of time
in Mennonite Disaster Service in flood
areas. Where there is letter writing like
this, love continues as long as life lasts.
In 1980-81, my oldest son and family
spent a year in Cyprus and Zambia.

Again we followed by letter—three or
four letters a week.
Due to some physical limitations,
among them poor eyesight, my personal
letter writing has been greatly revived.
At the present time I am doing a little
better than two personal letters a day,
writing to 140 different people. The
number is increasing weekly. What was
started as a hobby is beginning to grow
into a business. I keep a record of all
outgoing and incoming mail. It is quite
interesting for my wife and me. It keeps
us informed about people and the
church. Add to this our General Conference Minutes as well as our Evangelical
Visitor, and we are fairly up-to-date on
people and our general church program.
Since I no longer operate a car, all this is
a big help. My wife shares with me and
often reads my letters for me.
Some of the greatest literature ever
written, the New Testament, was written
by letter somewhat in the form of a
scroll. These writings have been preserved and are indispensible. The scrolls
found in a cave some years ago could
not be bought at any price. This is the
advantage of letter writing over many of
our modern means of communication
which cannot be preserved.
I find complete relaxation in personal
letter writing. It makes you feel like you
are in the presence of people. When I
write a letter, I forget all about my surroundings and relax for 30 to 45 minutes. It is refreshing. There is some sort
of a feeling in personal letter writing that
must be experienced to be appreciated.
Praise the Lord!
•

writing
by Howard F. Landis, Sr.
6 Evangelical Visitor
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making of
many books...
by E. Morris Sider

"Why not write an article on the subject for the Evangelical Visitor?" asked
Glen Pierce, sounding like a typical editor on the alert for possible copy. I said
I'd think about it.
We were discussing the many areas of
Brethren in Christ life that seem almost
to beg to be written about. We talked
about the reasons for writing on such
subjects. Our denomination has as much
human interest, as many significant accomplishments for its size as any other
denomination. We need to have a better
understanding, and thus a greater appreciation, of who we are (we have too
long had a sort of inferiority complex
about ourselves). The longer we talked,
the more convinced I became that I
should do something more than just
think about writing the article.
Almost my first thought was of a fullscale history of Brethren in Christ missions, both home and abroad. We must
be one of the few denominations having
a long and significant involvement in
missions without a carefully researched
and up-to-date account of that involvement. (Harvey Sider's The Church in
Mission, although excellent for its purpose, is too general in scope to answer
this need.) Of course, this will be a difficult book to write—not everyone will be
completely satisfied with it, and it will
require a fine integration of objectivity
and sympathy on the writer's part. But
these are not unusual problems facing
the production of a good book; certainly
they should not prevent the attempt
from being made.
And there are other of our institutions
awaiting authors. Virtually nothing has
October 1983

been written on our orphanages or on
our retirement homes. Only one of our
holiness camps (Roxbury) has received
attention; that account should be brought
up-to-date, expanded, and perhaps included with a study of the other holiness
camps.
Biography will always be a good way
to get at an understanding of our denomination. Even only a minute of reflection suggests the wealth of possibilities: we should have biographies on
Alma Cassel, C. N. Hostetter Sr., Bert
Sherk, H. G. Brubaker, H. H. Brubaker, M. G. Engle, Amos and Nellie
Dick, S. R. Smith, Asa and Anna Climenhaga, John and Emma Climenhaga,
John and Catie Myers, P. J. Wiebe, S.
G. Engle, Enos Hess, Mary and Clara
Hoffman, Henry Smith, and many others. While probably none of these biographies warrants a full book, several
could be collected into a single volume.
Beyond some Sunday school mate-

Wee have

among
us the potential
for producing
a whole shelf full
of books on
Brethren in Christ
subjects.

rial, we have done very little in children
and youth literature. A silence has followed Noreen Trautwein's publication
in 1967 of The Everywhere Missionary.
Her book could serve as a model for
many other children's stories, as could
C. J. Dyck's Twelve Becoming, a collection of stories about Mennonite leaders,
for books for youth. The large publication of literature for youth and children
by the Mennonites is a reminder of how
much we could be doing as Brethren in
Christ.
Beyond these subjects, there are whole
fields to be entered. We could greatly
benefit by a history of Brethren in Christ
theology, in part because such a study
would surely help to counter a current
mistaken notion that we never have had
a theology because we have been content just to let the Scriptures speak to us.
Such a book would be the appropriate place to work at a synthesis of the
major theological streams in our church
history. How, the author would ask and
then answer, do our Anabaptist emphasis on peace and our Wesleyan position
on the holy life relate to and support
each other? In what way has our Pietistic expression of a personal relationship
with God been compatible with and
enhancing of our concerns for brotherhood and human needs? What relationship exists between our historic belief in
a prophetic ministry for our denomination and our present concern for a rapid
expansion of membership? As yet, we
have scarcely talked about these and
other relationships, let alone attempted
a careful synthesis of them.
to page 9, please
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Available Through
Christian Light Bookstores

Reviews...
Eighty Years—Learning to Walk with
God, by Allen G. Brubaker. (Shippensburg, Pa.: Beidel Printing). 209 pages,
cloth $11.95, paper $6.45. Reviewed by
Henry A. Ginder.
The life story of the Rev. Allen Brubaker will affect all of your emotions.
You will laugh and cry. There will be
anger and anxiety. The story is shocking
and stimulating. There is humor and
humility. Allen is tough and tender. You
will be pleased and perplexed.
The story is written by the man himself, about his family, his churches, his
businesses. The description of his boyhood pranks cause our family mischief
to seem mild. He permits the reader to
see the severe inferiority of his youth,
due to his smallness of stature. His compensation for this inferiority is seen
through the entire life story.
Even though he attended Messiah
Bible School, and had great respect for
the professors, he experimented with the
rough side of life until he found the
lovely girl who became his first wife. She
was a great influence in his surrender to
Christ. This section of the book is a
beautiful love story.
The reader sees Allen as a strong family man. His wife and children are very
important to him. There is a great sense
of pride in each other.
Many miracles of healing, protection
and finances are reported. There is a
high regard for the life in the Holy Spirit
and respect for the Bible.
Achievement and adventure play a
large part in the book. The desire to
have the finest dairy herd in the east was
achieved. Just when all was going great,
they were called to home mission work.
The description of the decision to sell
out and go is very moving. (Here I personally saw Allen and Barbara, their
love for each other, and their love for
God and the church, for a 16-year-old
boy, I helped prepare for the big sale.)
His driving method, for which he is
famous, comes into view. Many times in
the manuscript, hair-raising stories are
told. They reminded me of the time I,
just 16 was given the high honor of driving Allen's Dodge. I was cautious. He
asked, "Is this all the faster you plan to
drive?" I said, "Yes," He responded,
8

"Then let me out, I'll walk." This spirit is
seen and felt throughout the book.
The accounts of the beginning of several new churches fits our contemporary
emphasis on church planting. Every
pastor should read these accounts. The
strong relational nature of Allen and his
wife and family were important in the
life and growth of these new churches.
They had a strong emphasis on prayer
and conversion. They followed carefully
the traditions and practices of our church
for that time.
Pastor Brubaker was bi-vocational.
This is described in beautiful ways,
sometimes shocking to this generation.
These business ventures include farming, building, butchering, management,
marketing, chauffeuring, cattle dealing,
real estate purchasing. Such business
ventures gave opportunity for involvement with a diversity of persons, including lawyers, rabbis, and heads of corporations. His faith and his position as
pastor were always obvious.
The story of Barbara's death will
move the reader deeply. The life of the
little family of four boys, the need for a
new mother, the marriage to Francis,
the complete family of another son and
daughter (all six children committed
Christians and loyal to the Brethren in
Christ church), is given in beautiful
detail.
Our church archivist, Dr. Morris
Sider, asks that in reporting historical
data, accounts should be told in detail.
This is surely done in this book. It
should be in every Brethren in Christ
home—just for fun, for the insights it
gives to our past, and for incentive for
today.
We are grateful that Brother Brubaker is still with us and that the family
members are leaders among us.
COOKING SIMPLY FOR A CROWD
Simply Delicious. Grace Winn, editor.
Alternatives, Inc., 1983. 109 pp. Hard
cover, $4.50. Reviewed by Jocele Meyer,
MCC Office of Development Education.
"Kool-Aid and Cookies Have Had
Their Day" begins a chapter in Simply
Delicious. And, may I add, so have coffee and donuts, ready-mix cakes and
plates piled high with casseroles laden
with fatty calories at church dinners.
But what to serve at snack time and
the church dinner? Camp and school
food directors, church dinner planners,
and others cooking for groups will find
wholesome, tasty alternatives in this

carefully compiled cookbook. Written
from the experiences of those who seek
to eat and cook responsibly and who
serve food in quantity, it gives readers a
new enthusiasm for serving simple,
nutritious foods. I heartily recommend
this new book for church groups, camp
settings and schools.
Editor Gladys Winn feels the church
should be a model of responsible food
use and a leader in changing food habits.
The contributors to the book realize
that change requires careful planning,
patience, and perseverence. In the introduction Ed Lindaman summarizes the
intentions of the book: "This book is the
result of loving concern about our relationship to all with whom we share this
earth. It is meant to be a practical guide
to nutritional and ethical eating."
Stories are told of the changes several
church groups have made in their food
service patterns. Some were immediately
successful and others were only accepted
later. A group who participated in a
24-hour hunger fast reported their feelings as they became hungry and began
to identify in a small way with the
world's hungry. Plans for action grew
out of this experience as they fed on the
word of God and discussed appropriate
responses. Another story tells how one
church served meals to the hungry in the
community. Valid reasons for sharing
and celebrating in a common meal are
discussed.
The recipes come from many sources,
including the More-with-Less Cookbook
by Doris Janzen Longacre. All have
been adjusted, adapted and tested for
quantity cooking. The book is well
indexed with recipes grouped under
breads, salads, soups, sandwiches, main
dishes, vegetables, desserts and snacks.
There are numerous practical helps including adaptations necessary to change
family-size recipes to quantity recipes,
tables of equivalents, and the number of
servings in common pan sizes. Recipes
for non-sweet and non-caffeine beverages are included. Gelatin salads are
made from plain gelatin flavored with
unsweetened fruit juices rather than
from the sugar-rich commercial gelatin
products.
A spiral binding at the top of the book
allows it to stand upright on a counter
when used. The well-selected contents
and usable, attractive format of this
book reflect the thought and effort that
have gone into its production. It will be
a welcome resource to persons cooking
for 25 or more and eager to follow the
more-with-less principles.
•
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"We were discussing the many areas
of Brethren in Christ life that seem
H
to almost beg to be written
about...
(continued from page 7)
Further, we would find helpful and
certainly interesting a sociological study
of our past and present. Our largely
German and rural background, the shift
of our members to towns and cities, and
their accompanying pursuit of professional life (including the establishing of
schools) have obviously had a significant influence on us, but just how much
and of what kind? We are likely to find,
as Ray Zercher did in a major article on
church architecture in Brethren in Christ
History and Life, that we have been
much influenced by forces other than
theology and the Bible.
So much for some ideas about subject
matter; putting them into form will be
more difficult. Those wanting to write
on these subjects will need to understand that they are in for some hard
work. In virtually every book I've written, there came a time when I wished I
had never started. In my latest book, I
once caught myself thinking, "If only the
Lord would come today, I wouldn't
have to finish this thing!" which undoubtedly reveals as much about my
eschatology as it does about my writing.
"It is doubtful," Elton Trueblood says in
his book The New Man for Our Time,
"if any work of excellence is ever produced without some discouragement
and without days when the producer
goes on doggedly, not because he likes
it, but because he knows that this is the
only way in which any work of importance is ever completed." I first read
those words some ten years ago; since
then, I have thought about them almost
every day.
But in a sense the writing of a manuscript is only the beginning. Ahead lies
the Publication Board and the readers.
The Publication Board will need to
examine closely what responsibility it
has to publish Brethren in Christ authors. This is an entirely crucial issue
because the plain fact is that Brethren in
Christ authors writing on Brethren in
Christ subjects can not hope to be published elsewhere, not even by the Mennonite presses, because of the small
readership for such subjects.
The reader is, in fact, the bottom line.
October 1983

Authors need readers and so does the
Publication Board, which probably
could be persuaded to publish almost
any book if it could recover its costs
through sales. But the Publication
Board, so far as I know, has had to
subsidize all the books it has ever published. I sometimes wonder, in moments
of quiet pessimism, whether there is in
fact anyone out there who reads books
with a Brethren in Christ content, or,
worse yet, anyone who really cares.
But those are only moments. My
encouragement comes from knowing
that we have among us the potential for
producing a whole shelf full of books on

Brethren in Christ subjects. How appropriate and helpful it would be to realize
that potential.
•
A member of the faculty of Messiah College and archivist for the Brethren in Christ
Church, Dr. Sider has written over half a
dozen books on Brethren in Christ topics.

Do you have
a story to share?
The Commission on Christian Education Literature plans to
publish a book by Luke Keefer Jr. on the holy life. Sechduled for
release at General Conference next summer, the book will be
available for use as an elective study in Brethren in Christ Sunday
schools in the fall 1984 quarter.
The inclusion of personal stories and testimonies would
enhance the value of the book. Would you like to share one or
more stories on any of the following topics?
My greatest lesson in spiritual growth
How I found victory over sin
The fullness of the Holy Spirit
What consecration has meant for me
Spiritual maturity
The fruit of the Holy Spirit
The gifts of the Holy Spirit
Spiritual disciplines
The importance of Christian fellowship in my
spiritual development
How to experience the Spirit's power for witness
and/or service
If you are too modest to share a story about yourself, you might
want to write about a Christian of your acquaintance who has
been an inspiration to you in one of these areas.
It would be helpful if your contributions were typed. Keep each
story short, not more than 1'/? pages of double-spaced typewritten material. Be sure to include a note that identifies yourself, as
well as the person you are writing about.
Send the stories to Luke Keefer, Jr. at Messiah College, Grantham, PA 17027, as soon as possible, but no later than December
10.
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There's been a wedding. Will there be
a marriage? Solemn promises are made.
The minister pronounces, "Husband and
wife." Did the words create reality? Are
they now "one," or more distinctly "two"
than they ever knew? Then the honeymoon is over.
In the counseling room, the brides
and grooms of three weeks, six months,
thirty years cry, "I didn't know. . . .
He/ she didn't tell me
I was deceived
. . . ." What must be known? What can
be learned? It's love that can be learned.
Love is not a feeling. Love is an art.
Love is something that people do, a skill
that can be practiced and in which people can excel. Couples can learn to compete in loving; "outdo one another in
love."
Marriage similes
Marriage is like a three-legged race.
We bring and bind together for life two
unique persons, male and female aspects
of the image of God. They have different
personalities and upbringings, understandings and expectations, and are differently oriented, programmed, and coordinated. At first they stand bound
together—confident and courageous—
facing their goal of "happy marriage."
Then come the surprises: fumbles and
tumbles, thrills and spills, successes and
failures, laughter and tears, as these two
lovers learn to walk together agreeably.
This is the fourth in a series of articles by
Ruth Dourte, a member of the American
Association of Marriage and Family Therapy. She and her husband Eber, a Brethren
in Christ pastorfor 35 years, live near Dillsburg, Pa. They are the parents of three married children and have seven grandchildren.
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A good marriage is also like a great
piece of music. Lovers discover that
"rhythms of oneness" come only by
patient practice of thoughtful movements towards, with, and away from
each other, allowing rests and spaces in
the graces of relating. Even the greatest
piano concerto ever written is produced
with only twelve notes combined in
harmony and dissonance; crescendos of
conflict, fear, or victory; diminuendos of
comfort and peace; strong movements
of confidence. Or would you rather live
together in monotone?
Or, a good marriage is like a great
landscape painting. Its beauties are revealed in subtle shades of seven basic
colors, blended and contrasted in such a
way as to enhance its distinct particularities. Or would you rather live together
in white (the absence of color) or black
(which swallows up all color)?
We marry. Sun and storm, light and
night move across our lives, producing
rich and strange varieties of tone and
color, agony and ecstasy. What can we
do to alter or influence the outcome?
What marriage is
Marriage is not a business partnership to make money and accrue possessions. It is not a convenient arrangement
for providing our basic needs: housing,
meals, and spending money. It is not
legalized and free, irresponsible sex.
Marriage is a planned, active relationship which responds primarily to
emotional-social needs: the need to "be
with" someone, to "be there" for someone, and to have someone "there" for
you. In Genesis 2, God said, "It is not
good for mankind to be alone." Even

God was not alone. There was the Trinity. Alone, no one can become all he or
she could become. We grow and we
mature. We broaden our awareness of
humanity and God in the kindly presence of other persons who, as God does,
care for us, support and encourage the
pursuit of our interests, and respond to
our needs.
Marriage is one structure for such loving and caring. It is the only human
structure with a lifetime commitment
and guarantee, an irrevocable trust: "I
will never leave you or forsake you, no
matter what!" The commitment and
guarantee of marriage is faithfulness,
not happiness.
Marriage is a symbol of Christ's
commitment to us, a model and witness
to the world of Christ's unfailing, unending, self-giving, forgiving love. What a
love we have to learn!
Seven perils to marriage
Christian marriage is such a good
thing that Satan labors untiringly to
spoil and destroy it. He besets marriage
and family with deadly perils and snares.
It only takes one of them to ruin the
potential greatness of the marriage.
1. Immaturity and self-centeredness:
I want what I want when I want i t . . .
Cry baby . . . Head banger . . . Door
slammer . . . Tantrum thrower.
2. Creeping separateness: You go
your way and I'll go mine . . . Bed and
board t o g e t h e r . . . otherwise mind your
own business. . . Don't bother me.
3. The fun morality: If I don't enjoy
it, I won't do i t . . . What feels good is
right . . . What feels difficult is unnecessary.
Evangelical Visitor

4. Lopsided responsibility: A woman's place is in the home . . . Men don't
need to be there or help there . . . Don't
ask me to do anything, or complain if I
don't do it.
5. Secular view of sexuality. Sex is
everything . . . or nothing . . . SSS marriage: eat supper, sleep in front of the
TV, sex on demand at bedtime.
6. The affair: So easy to get into . . .
So hard to get o v e r . . . The other person
really cares about my feelings and spends
time with me.
7. Secular values and goals: Lovers
of pleasure, money, things, power, fame,
more than lovers of God . . . or spouse
. . . or children, (see 2 Timothy 3:1-7)
Tasks of marriage
God ordained that companionship
and sharing should characterize all of
life. He gave Adam and Eve tasks to do
together. There are no role distinctions
in Genesis 1:28 where God gave man
and woman their assignments. Those
differentiations came after the fall into
sin and are erased in Jesus. Husband
and wife participate together in those
jobs.
1. Work: for self, for family and
friends, for those in need, for service and
glory to God. Both work until all tasks
are finished on the job, at home, in the
community, and at church. Then both
rest and recreate. No unequal eighthour versus twelve or twenty-four hour
shifts of duty. Not when there's love.
2. Pleasure: the leisurely walks together in the cool of the day in the
garden of life; time to commune, retune,
regroup, and renew body, mind, and
spirit.
3. Procreation: God said, "Become
one flesh. Unite your bodies. Have
children." Husband and wife become
one flesh in their children. In those
bodies and beings the likenesses of the
two parents merge, combine and fuse
forever. What a tearing "in the flesh" of
children when their parents pull apart in
strife or neglect!
4. Nurture: Getting married and
having children is the smallest part of
nurture in marriage. Husbands shall
also nourish and cherish wives, and both
shall nourish (train and instruct) these
children. The parents' marriage is the
child's Primary School of Love. Loving
is the essence, the business of nurture.
"Being there" is its theme. (See "Art of
Husbandry," July 1983 Visitor.)
5. Maturing: Marriage is the most
rigorous educational experience in the
School of Love and Learn. There are no
October 1983

holidays, vacations, or graduations. It is
a lifelong process of loving and caring
like Jesus for another person(s). Maturing is growing up unto the measure, the
stature, and the fullness of Christ. (See
Ephesians 4:13)
Is marriage too hard, too long?
In 1978, 38 percent of first marriages
and 44 percent of second marriages
ended in divorce. (However, a marriage
that lasts is longer now than ever,
because of increased lifespans. In 1975,
the average marriage in America lasted
39 years. One hundred and fifty years
ago, the average was 20 years.) Difficult
circumstances and personality conflicts
of long duration wear down our defenses.
They weaken our resiliency. Modern
marriage is very hard, beset as it is with
extended normal stresses and the assault
of deadly perils.
All this makes the challenge and the
achievement of a good marriage so
much the more significant, enviable,
and meaningful. The difficult rigors of
living together in love are the very core
and fiber of character and strength.
Hardship reveals in strong people their
strength. It displays their noblest powers. Not the one who receives, but the
one who gives, is rich and powerful. Not
the one who is served is great, but the
one who serves.
But what if my marriage is too hard,
too long? Then, as unto the Lord, my
bosom companion, I love (give and forgive) by His strength to the end. The
sufferings of this life are small compared
to the eternal glory and blessing of those
who persevere. For a few, separation
may be necessary. For most, whose
partners refuse to love and learn, it may
mean resting our case. God keeps accurate records and you will hear his words,
"Well done, good and faithful servant.
Enter into the joy of your Lord." (See
Matthew 25:21)

Love is not a
feeling. Love is
an art . . . a skill
that can bepracticed
and in which
people can excel.

Marriage maintenance
Relationships, like gardens and homes,
need daily attention. Here are five checkpoints to consider in good marriage
maintenance.
1. Maj or on your marriage. Cultivate
a "we" relationship. Not one other concern preempts your marriage. Parents,
children, job, friends, and leisure are the
mutual responsibility of both of you,
but not at the sole expense of either of
you.
2. Clarify and negotiate your personal needs and interests. Then take
inventory of time and resources and
share them generously and sacrificially.
3. Plan a life balanced in concerns for
physical, emotional-social, and mentalintellectual needs. Your spiritual need
and exercise is to seek and obey God's
will for all these created capacities, in
order to fill as full as possible the empty
cups of family and friends.
4. Communicate frequently, freely,
and frankly. Make space in your mind
and heart for everything that concerns
your spouse. Respectfully consider all
points of view and every idea. Then
decide together.
5. Live out your love for each other
in grateful service to God. Don't let your
marriage become ingrown. The respect
for each other engendered by loving service to others brightens the warm glow
of your mutual love.
Mature love's test
My great need or desire for you is not
my love for you. My love for you is my
response to your need. Love is paying
attention, listening, communing of hearts
and minds, blending of desires and
dreams, giving and receiving help and
hope. Love creates feelings, feelings important to God. Here is a balance scale
for assessing success in loving:
Mature love gives comfort—and you
feel better.
Mature love gives security—and you
feel safe.
Mature love gives pleasure—and you
feel good.
Mature love gives encouragement—
and you feel strong.
Mature love gives help—and you are
"not alone."
A great lover is a good listener, an
eager responder, a great giver, a brave
defender, a gentle savior.
One cannot love like this in a hurry. It
takes time, but nothing in all of life is
more eternally important than to do this
Godlike thing: LOVE!
•
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Full-time Pastor Doe of Showburg
Brethren in Christ Church receives an
annual salary of: basic $10,140 and
housing allowance of $3,000, for a total
of $13,140. In addition, for other services (mileage $ 1,500) and benefits (pension, etc. $1,100), the congregation pays
$2,600.

His neighboring brother pastors the
large, prestigious Mowburg Brethren in
Christ Church for which he receives a
salary of $21,750 and a housing allowance of $4,500 for a total of $26,250. In
addition, for other services (mileage
$4,500) and benefits (pension, etc.
$6,200), the congregation pays $10,700.*
Your congregation will soon be determining your pastor's remuneration for
next year. Many factors will enter into
that decision-making process. The following important principles will assist in
fostering brotherhood throughout the
denomination and fairness at the local
level.
Honor
The Apostle Paul used an interesting
word for "honorarium" in 1 Timothy
5:17, "The elders who direct the affairs
of the church well are worthy of double
honor, especially those whose work is
preaching and teaching" (NIV).
The word "honor" could mean either
respect or honorarium. However, the
context clearly speaks of wages. Both
the preceding and following verses are
dealing with financial matters. In particular, verse 18 is an explication of verse
17 using the common harvesting scene
of permitting the ox that threshes the
grain to be a partaker thereof. Paul
shares further insights on this Old Testament concept in 1 Corinthians 9:4-12.
The New English Bible translates this

phrase "worthy of a double stipend."
A. T. Roberts, in his Word Pictures in
The New Testament, notes that there
were "numerous examples of soldiers
receiving double pay for unusual services" (Volume 4, page 588). The implication is that a respectable honorarium
is one way honor manifests itself.
A salary commensurate with "unusual services" expresses appreciation
and love, honor and respect. These
unusual services include Paul's "preaching and teaching," being available at all
times to parishioners, cultivating an
awareness of the presence of God in the
church and community, a praying and
counseling ministry that encourages and
builds people, and facilitating interpersonal and intercongregational relationships.
In 1980, Christianity Today carried
an editorial, "Proper Pay for Pastors."
Two paragraphs compared pastors' salaries with others. "Less than 5% of American ministers earn more than $15,000.
Fourteen percent of pastors in this
country earn less than $6,000 . . . truck
drivers average $18,000. Electricians

Most
pastors are
reluctant to ask
for more
money...
some churches are
just as slow to
offer
increases...

$18,000. Lawyers average more than
$25,000; dentists are in the $40,000
b r a c k e t . . . " (July 8, pp. 12-13).
I wonder what Paul would say today
about the double honorarium?
Guidelines
The Board of Administration has
adopted guidelines to help congregations in arriving at equitable salaries (see
1982 Revision, page 28, looseleaf binder,
Guidelines for Pastors and Congregational Leaders).
Two major areas compose the cost of
a pastor's services to the congregation.
One relates to his salary. This includes a
basic salary plus increments and a housing/utilities allowance.
Many factors affect the salary and
housing allowance. A pastor with 25
years experience should receive considerably more than one with none. Responsibility is very significant. The larger
the congregation and the heavier the
load, the more expertise and management skills will be required, and the
greater should be the level of remuneration. In addition, a pastor's educational
qualifications may have a bearing on
salary.
Housing allowance will often relate to
the real estate values of a particular area.
City housing often costs double or triple
that of the rural area. Churches need to
be sensitive to the location in determining the amount calculated for housing.
A second cost to the congregation for
pastoral leadership reflects payments
made for items which normally apply to
the operation of any organization. These
include:
a. a reasonable and fair mileage for
driving done in connection with the
church's work. Distances of hospi12 Evangelical Visitor

tals, location of members' homes,
nature (urban / rural) and size of the
community dictate the travel allowances made.
b. legitimate expenditures that should
be voucherable such as books, attendance at seminars and conferences sponsored by the denomination.
c. retirement benefits, both national
and denominational, and insurance/
medical policies. These are normally
provided for any employee and are
either totally or partially paid for by
the company. Every congregation
must be faithful in paying its full
share to the Ministers Pension Fund
since every pastor is covered by the
plan. Participation is a part of our
brotherhood.
The bottom line to the amount a congregation contributes toward pastoral
services relates to ability and/or willingness to pay. Obviously, a small congregation cannot remunerate a pastor at
the same level as a larger one. Willingness to adequately support the pastor is
more crucial than ability. Some pastors
of small congregations are well remunerated because that is a priority with
the church.
Inflation
During the past decade inflation has
made tremendous inroads into our
economy. Indexed to inflation, in Canada $2.25 has the same value as $1.00 a
decade ago. The U.S. rate of inflation
during the same period is 86 percent.
Churches tend to forget that the ravages
of inflation have eroded the pastor's
purchasing power. Certain items have
ballooned especially fast. For example,
the cost of gasoline has more than
tripled in the past decade. In addition,
increases in Social Security and health
premiums, and changes in housing allowance policies (in the U.S.) will significantly increase pastoral costs. As salaries rise, it may mean moving into a
higher tax bracket. The total effect
could very well reduce the pastor's purchasing power.
To place all of this in terms of real
income, the following would be reasonable comparison.
1974
Salary
Housing
Total Salary
Mileage
BiC Pension (6%)
Social Security/
Medical / Insurance
October 1983

1984

$8,000 $16,000

3,000
11,000

6,000
22,000

2,000
660
1,200

4,000
1,320
2,400

A spirit of love,

honesty and concern
will result in healthy
relationships, a fair
remuneration and
positive feelings
among all.
When the dollar signs get large, it is
sometimes more difficult for the church
to recognize the importance of keeping
pace with inflation.
When you set your pastor's salary,
why not check to see if indeed you have
kept pace with inflation? In addition,
consider whether or not you have added
increments comparable to the growth of
the church and your pastor's professional skills and responsibilities.
Consultation
Most pastors are very reluctant to ask
for more money, even when they genuinely need it. Sometimes churches are just
as slow to offer increases to meet the
needs of the pastoral family. How can
this situation be resolved?

SCRIPTURES

to live bv'RX

Sunday, Oct. 2 • Psalms 119:17-72
Monday, Oct. 3 • Esther 4-6
Tuesday, Oct. 4 • Esther 7-10
Wednesday, Oct. 5 • Nehemiah 1-3
Thursday, Oct. 6 • Nehemiah 4-6
Friday, Oct. 7 • Nehemiah 7-9
Saturday, Oct. 8 • Nehemiah 10-13
Sunday, Oct. 9 • Psalms 119:73-120
Monday, Oct. 10 • Malachi
Tuesday, Oct. 11 • Matthew 1-3
Wednesday, Oct. 12 • Matthew 4-7
Thursday, Oct. 13 • Matthew 8-10
Friday, Oct. 14 • Matthew 11-13
Saturday, Oct. 15 • Matthew 14-16
Sunday,Oct. 16 • Psalms119:121-176
Monday, Oct. 17 • Matthew 17-19
Tuesday, Oct. 18 • Matthew 20-22

First, to facilitate working through
the process of establishing the pastor's
salary, a small committee of two to five
people could meet with the pastor.
These people should be members who
are "committed to fair pay, people whose
influence is respected, whose understanding of the church budget is clear and
whose relationship with the pastor and
people is g o o d " Leadership
1980,
Volume I, No. 1, page 40). These persons should have a sensitivity to pastoral
needs and the congregation's ability to
meet them. To serve in this capacity,
individuals must be full of faith (faith
surpasses the calculator), wisdom and
the Holy Spirit.
Second, these people should then
bring their report and recommendation
to the church board. The Manual of
Doctrine and Government commissions
the church board to set the pastor's
salary. The church board will then recommend to the congregational meeting
which, in turn, will approve the pastor's
salary along with the total budget.
A spirit of love, honesty and concern
will result in healthy relationships, a fair
remuneration for services received and
the development of positive feelings
among all.
•

Harvey R. Sider is bishop of the Canadian
Conference.

Wednesday, Oct. 19 • Matthew 23-25
Thursday, Oct. 20 • Matthew 26-28
Friday, Oct. 21 • Mark 1-4
Saturday, Oct. 22 • Mark 5-8
Sunday, Oct. 23 • Psalms 120-122
Monday, Oct. 24 • Mark 9-12
Tuesday, Oct. 25 • Mark 13-16
Wednesday, Oct. 26 • Luke 1-4
Thursday, Oct. 27 • Luke 5-8
Friday, Oct. 28 • Luke 9-12
Saturday, Oct. 29 • Luke 13-16
Sunday, Oct. 30 • Psalms 123-125
Monday, Oct. 31 • Luke 17-20
Tuesday, Nov. 1 • Luke 21-24
Wednesday, Nov. 2 • John 1-3
Thursday, Nov. 3 • John 4-6
Friday, Nov. 4 • John 7-9
Saturday, Nov. 5 • John 10-12
Sunday, Nov. 6 • Psalms 126-128
Monday, Nov. 7 • John 13-15
Tuesday, Nov. 8 • John 16-18
Wednesday, Nov. 9 • John 19-21
Thursday, Nov. 10 • Acts 1-4
Friday, Nov. 11 • Acts 5-8:3
Saturday, Nov. 12 • Acts 8:4-11:18

Used by permission of the National Association of Evangelicals, Box 28, Wheaton, IL 60187.
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Bulawayo: densely populated city

Church
growth in
African

cities
by Grace Holland
From studies in the Book of Acts and
in modern missions, we became convinced that God wants the church to
grow—mightily—today. We observed
that most of the time the church thinks
in terms of maintenance—keeping the
program going, and feeding the sheep
that are already inside. These are vital
activities, but they fall short of God's
program for winning the world back to
himself.
We thought of the churches we had
worked with in Zimbabwe and longed
to give them some of our new vision.
Strong churches had been established.
But did they understand the responsibility of passing on the Good News to
other tribes? Did they see the particular
challenge of the cities in today's world?
We asked these questions of the Overseas Missions Secretary, expressing our
desire to help. The missions office offered us to the Zimbabwe church, and
without much delay we found ourselves
back in Zimbabwe after 14 years of service elsewhere.
How should we go about training
urban church planters? We began in
early 1982 with Maria Tshuma and
Adam Chiwara in the mining town of
Hwange (formerly Wankie) where they
were already planting a new church. We
saw that there was already some vision
for church growth and we could support
and refine this vision. We had daily classes, discussions, and prayer times together. From our knowledge of other
church growth projects, we developed a
After three terms of service (1955-74) in
Africa and seven years of teaching and study
in the U.S., Fred and Grace Holland are
serving as church-planting resource persons
to the churches of Zimbabwe and Zambia.
Grace has received her Masters in Missiology from Fuller School of World Missions.
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visitation plan. We practiced on each
other, invited church people to help, and
set out to call door to door.
The plan called for three visits to the
same home. The first day we asked questions to learn about people and their
spiritual needs. The second day we told
them some of the basic beliefs of the
church. The third day we explained the
way of salvation from tracts left the day
before and gave people a chance to
make a decision for Christ.
About two people in every 10 homes
prayed prayers of repentance. We invited these people to home Bible studies
in their own neighborhoods and about
half of them came. Thus, from hundreds
of visits, a few scores of people were
gathered. Church attendance was 40 on
the first Sunday we were in Hwange.
When we left two months later, the
attendance was 70. But numbers don't
tell the whole tale. The church must be
healthy. We taught much in Hwange
about Sunday school, offerings, and
home Bible studies. A building fund was
started and graphs showed progress
made. The people did so well that, when
we next came to visit eight months later,
it was for the dedication of a new church
building!
While we were in Hwange, the pastor
of a church being planted in Phumula
Township, Bulawayo, was sent to help
for a week. He became excited about the
plan and asked us to work with his
church for the week and a half left
before we had to leave Zimbabwe. This
was to bear fruit later.
The church in Zambia also asked for
a little of our time to encourage their
church planters. Many Brethren in Christ
had moved 350 miles north to the cities
located on a belt of copper mines.
Church leaders had names of 600 of our
people and had started services in two

places. We taught classes on church
growth, made many suggestions, introduced the visitation program, and led
two visitation campaigns.
In Ndola, Sunday attendance jumped
from 86 to 140 after a week of visitation.
In Kitwe, attendance rose from 115 to
144. We were not just counting noses
but were pleased with graphic illustrations of what church growth emphasis
and visitation could do. We urged the
starting of many home Bible studies to
conserve the gains.
Then it was time to go back to Zimbabwe and see what could be done in a
brand new city. Church leaders chose
the city of Gweru (formerly Gwelo). We
wanted a permanent church planting
team to work with us, but the church
could not afford it. So we asked for
volunteers from among the Bible school
students.
Although we did not have 600 names
of Brethren in Christ, we did have 20
and it appeared that these could form a
good core for the church. As it turned
out, all but two were either involved in
other churches, were only casually interested, or were transferred out of the city
a few weeks after our arrival! It seemed
the Lord must want to build the church
some other way.
We had great difficulty finding places
for our students and us to stay. But the

Joy filled all our
hearts as we
realized what
God had done.
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Lord provided different accommodations month by month. Mornings were
filled with classes on church growth,
anthropology, discipling, development
of church leaders, vision for missions,
church finances, church activities for all
age groups, and other subjects. Afternoons were spent in practice and prayer.
By five o'clock each evening we were on
the streets. We could give brief visits in
six or eight homes in an hour and a half
and then we had a short street meeting
near the homes visited. Here and there
individuals received Christ into their
lives and we invited them to home Bible
studies and to church.
On the first Sunday, 14 came for the
service. On the next Sunday, there were
36. Four more Bible school students
came for the next session, and training
and visitation continued. With much
perseverence we were able to obtain a
school classroom for Sunday services.
Language was a problem as 80 percent
of Gweru is of the Shona tribe and we
speak Ndebele, but the Lord supplied
translators. Attendance climbed to 112,
but then the novelty wore off and
attendance leveled at 80 for a time. The
Bible school students returned to school
and we were distressed to find ourselves
alone, leading the services, teaching
Sunday school classes, and conducting
the home Bible studies. We needed to
train some leaders—fast!
One Sunday a new woman visited.
She was from a strong Brethren in
Christ family near Phumula Mission
and was now living at the Gweru air
force base. She said that many of her
friends at the base were interested in the
church. We took her home and arranged for a service there the following
week. This group soon developed into a
daughter church which met separately
three Sundays of the month and with
the mother church the other Sunday.
Soon the urban overseer sent four
pastors from churches in other cities of
Zimbabwe for us to train. We designed a
32-page study booklet for the classes
and continued prayer and visitation.
The pastors learned much and contributed much. Pastor Joel Ndlovu from
Gwanda carried piles of materials home
with him and later wrote that eight of his
church people were helping him and
they had already visited 45 homes.
Then four general evangelists came
for training. We made a special effort to
apply the training to their work in the
rural areas. Daniel Sibanda had been
one of our students in Bible school 18
years before and had faithfully worked
October 1983

for the Lord in various positions. He
had married a lovely Shona wife, knew
Shona himself, and entered fully into
the work in Gweru. We were praying
earnestly for a pastor for the Gweru
church. We did not want to take Daniel
from his assigned work but were overjoyed when the Lord sent him back to
work with us as interim pastor.
During our last month in Gweru, we
helped the pastor organize the Sunday
school, develop visitation programs
using new Christians from each of the 5
home Bible studies, and set goals for 10
to 15 studies in other areas. We also
helped host a baptism and communion
weekend. Seventeen people were baptized on Saturday, March 26, and 40
took communion the next day. Church
leaders, missionaries, and visitors from
Gweru joined with the new congregation in worshiping the Lord. Joy filled
all our hearts as we realized what God
had done in four months' time.
A few weeks remained for Fred and
me to do follow-up contacts at the
Hwange and Phumula churches. The
church overseers asked to join us for
training at the Phumula Church. We
were able to meet in the nearly completed church building, to visit many
homes, and to establish Bible studies.
Previous high attendance at Phumula
had been 171. But after the week of
visitation, 280 people crowded into the
new building.
We asked ourselves what could be
done for Bulawayo if this kind of growth
were encouraged in all five churches.
Thus was born an idea for the next
period of six months we are to spend in
Zimbabwe. With prayer and planning
we suggested these goals for the Executive Board to consider for January to
July, 1984: 1) A permanent church
planting team to work with us for the six
months, supported by the church and
assigned to church growth work after we
leave. 2) A visitation thrust to increase
attendance at each of the five Bulawayo
churches by 50 percent during the six
months. 3) A program to help the three
larger churches plant three daughter
churches during this time. 4) A city-wide
evangelistic campaign to give visibility
to the church and to present the gospel
to those not reached in homes.
We deeply appreciate the dollars you
are investing in urban church growth in
Africa through us. How grateful we
would be to hear that you are praying
for wisdom and the empowerment of
God's Spirit in the working out of these
goals in the months to come!
•

The testimony of Shupa Ambulaya

Resolved
to minister
Shupa Ambulaya, like many first
year teachers in Zambia, was sent to a
remote area with poor facilities. His love
for Christ stirred him to use the situation
to God's advantage. This is his story.
When 1 arrived in this remote area, I
could hardly find one Christian. At the
school where 1 teach, I found a Roman
Catholic and a New Apostolic church.
Due to church traditions, I couldn't participate in their activities. So, I started
worshiping with a congregation ten kilometers east of my school. At the time,
the congregation was about to collapse.
I joined the church and started the battle
from there. Since no gospel was being
preached, I decided to do what Paul did
in Corinth: "I resolved to know nothing
while I was with you (them) except Jesus
Christ and him crucified" (1 Cor. 2:2). 1
was made a church elder.
Since that time I have seen the power
of God at work. He has claimed a
number of souls to himself. Many men
who were polygamists have sent away
their second wives as a sign of repentance. About a month ago, I was asked to
conduct a baptismal service for 19 converts from three congregations nearby.
Lately I have been presiding over the
Holy Communion, baptizing new converts, preaching the gospel and counseling people with various problems. It
seems like I am already a "pastor."
However, after seeing a lot of people
here in the rural areas perishing without
Jesus Christ, I have felt strongly that I
should join the Lord's ministry as a fulltime pastor. I am waiting upon the Lord
to direct my life.
My school is one of the worst I have
ever seen. The windows are so big that
during the cold season the teacher shivers, and during the rainy season the
teacher gets wet as rain comes into the
classroom. There are no teaching aids,
but I have improvised many of these. In
any case, I don't intend to ask for a
transfer to a better school because of the
perishing souls in this locality.
•
Shupa Ambulaya is a former student of
David Livingston Teacher Training College,
now at Mwita Primary School,
Mwewa,
Zambia. This testimony was taken from a
letter to Lois Jean Sider.
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by Dan Deyhle
Like many Japanese, Kawabee-san is
interested in studying English. When an
American moves into a Japanese community, word soon gets around and
eager students make their way to the
foreigner's house. However, with Kawabee-san it was different. We met first
in her own setting.
Only a short time after John and
Lucille Graybill and our family came to
Midori Ku, we decided we would go to
the Bon-Odori. This is an August festival that many tourists (and eager new
missionaries) attend to get a taste of
Japanese culture. The season of Obon
has its roots far back in Buddhist tradition and is one of the most important
celebrations.
The Obon holiday has been called
"the Feast of the Lanterns," but perhaps
a more accurate translation is "All Souls'
Day." It is traditionally believed that the
spirits of ancestors visit their family
altars. Thus, people return to their hometowns so they can offer food and light
candles or lanterns for the visiting spirits. As a community celebration, people
gather in a park for folk-dancing or
"Odori." For many of the people who
dance in the circle around the drum platform, this is just an enjoyable custom
and they no longer regard it as a religious practice. By wearing the traditional k i m o n o and moving in the
ancient patterns, people can remember
Dan and Karen Deyhle have been serving
in Japan for two years. In August of 1982
they became a part of the church planting
team in Nagoya.
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and appreciate this part of their colorful
heritage.
This festival is not frequented by
many missionaries. Christian churches
here tend to be patterned after Western
ideas and are quick to discard traditional Japanese practices because of
religious overtones. However, in our
eagerness to experience some of the
pageantry of our new surroundings, we
ushered John and Lucille off to the
Bon-Odori.
As we stood there observing the
gaiety, a young mother approached us
and began trying out her English. Her
rather outgoing manner was not typical
of Japanese women. This was Kawabeesan. When we told her that we were
living in Midori Ku and that the Graybills resided very near her house she was
very pleased. She was delighted that we
had come to the local festival. We were
probably the first foreigners to join in
the Arimatwu area gathering.
That contact led her to join Graybills'
English conversation group, a class which
includes a Bible study. Eventually she

A
we stood there
observing the gaiety,
a young mother
approached us and
tried out her English.

became more interested in our Christian
teachings and attended her first worship
service on Easter Sunday. That morning
she came over to me as though we were
old acquaintances. I did not recognize
her until she filled in the detail of our
first meeting . . . at the Bon-Odori!
In the spring of 1983 the new Brethren
in Christ Church in Midori Ku completed a series of three special meetings.
We do not use the term "revival services"
for two reasons. First, in Japan we use
the word "Tokuden" which means special evangelism. Second, "revival" connotes a strengthening or return to one's
faith, and most in our group do not
come from a Christian background. Of
the 60 adults who were at the meetings,
only 20 percent could be considered
Christian.
Attending these meetings was Kawabee-san. It was there that she was
moved by the testimonies and messages
to seek faith in Jesus.
We have not discussed the Bon-Odori
or other Japanese festivals with Kawabee-san. It probably has not occurred
to her that missionaries and other Japanese Christians are seldom seen at such
events. What should we say? We are still
trying to learn and understand the Japanese culture. As she seeks after the
truth and grows in her faith, we hope
that she will discover how to be a Christian without losing all of her Japanese
identity. As a member of our group she
could then help our church to become
more understandable to the Japanese.
But that is really looking ahead. Right
now she has only the faith of a baby. •
Evangelical Visitor

Personalizing missions
at Lakeview Church
by Marty MacDonald, Rosie Huntoon, and Martha Elliott
—On Sunday, May 15, Marty MacDonald gave the monthly missionary
report in the morning service at Lakeview Community Church in Goodrich,
Michigan.
—Sunday, February 28, marked the
close of the third annual "Missions
Weekend" at Lakeview Church.
********
Is there a connecting link between
those two statements? Indeed there is!
Because of those missionary weekends,
many people in the congregation really
know the people Mr. MacDonald talked
about. The Graybills, the Hokes, Phyllis
Engle, Rose Shannon, the Sterns, the
Marty, Rosie, and Martha are members
of the Lakeview church. They are committed
to seeing the local church fully involved in
missions.

Buckwalters, Kent Byer, and others are
no longer faceless names. Instead, they
are flesh and blood people with problems and joys, hardships and victories,
and we care about them when we pray.
We remember the nights when we listened to them and visited with them at
the Hechts, the MacDonalds, the Middletons, the Valleys or in some other
home. The weekends included several
Sunday meetings and a potluck dinner.
However, the number one benefit of
these weekends is probably the personalization of missions which comes
through meeting with missionaries.
Another benefit of this missions concern at Lakeview is an awareness of and
openness to missionary service on the
part of Lakeview young people. Seven
of them have responded to a call to missions service extended by Pastor Bob
Verno at various times over the past
three years. T'hey are all involved in or

close to college level training. The seven
are Anna, Sandra, and Sarah Crowder,
Steve Elliott, Pency Forbush, Delly
Franton, and Marty Johnson.
One recent evidence of the growing
interest in missions was an offering of
$1,300 for summer missions endeavors.
The amount helped Kelly Franton
travel to Japan this summer to serve in
the LIFE program there. It will also aid
Steve Elliott when he enters missions
service next summer.
At Lakeview, we know that the Scripture instructs us to practice hospitality,
and we know that this has played an
important part in our growth. But we
still find ourselves becoming lax in the
practice. Meeting with the missionaries
in our homes, as well as providing housing for them, tends to stir us to "keep on
keeping on" in this vital area.
We anticipate an ever-increasing interest in missions as we have return visits
from missionaries. We are already blessed
by having a number of families with
relatives on the mission field. We have
shared the joy of welcoming them
"home." More and more we realize that
we are co-laborers in the work of the
Lord, and he has put us where we are to
build one another up in him.
Do you wonder that we are excited
about missions weekends?
•

by Rich Stuebing

Birds and thieves in Ndola
Bird watching is a favorite pastime of mine. I even
keep track of how many I have seen here at our home
in Ndola, and number 78 this morning was rather
special. Oh, I had seen it elsewhere, even at Macha,
but it was the timing that really struck me.
Let me back up a little in order to explain what I
mean. Many of you will have heard about our security
problems since moving to Ndola, culminating in an
armed robbery attempt in January. Well, last week
the troubles began again, first with a stolen bicycle
followed by the theft of the spare tire from my van.
Two nights ago we used our siren to scare off two
masked men armed with a pistol.
Evidence began to build against some relatives of
the man employed by our next-door neighbor. The
police agreed to pick up these suspects for questioning, but they needed my van for transport. So, yesterday I ended up parked in the "shanty compound" one

Richard Steubing is a teacher at the Theological College
of Central Africa in Ndola, Zambia.
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half mile down the road from our house. I found
myself the object of angry stares from several toughlooking characters, one of whom was taken in for
questioning. It was not the most comfortable situation I have been in, knowing how close these fellows
live to us and being fairly sure they were among our
recent night visitors.
Kathy and I discussed the latest developments at
length last night. I confessed to feeling unsettled over
the events of the previous 24 hours. So we prayed for
peace, both outward and inward. The night was quiet
and I awoke this morning without any of yesterday's
fear. I was even able to thank the Lord for another
situation in which our faith could grow (James 1:2-4).
So where does bird watching fit into all of this?
During breakfast we noticed that a dove was building a nest in the tree just outside the window. A dove is
a symbol of peace, so I took that as a nice touch from
the Lord. Beyond that, it was a new dove that I could
add to my Ndola list. Lastly, it was a Laughing
Dove—perhaps as a reminder that when God gives
peace, he also gives joy. And he has!
•
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Pilgrim Chapel (front, l-r) Kim Thomas, Camille Forbes, Millicent
Bishop, Denise Roach. (Back) Jenine Jones, Sheldon Miller, Ronald
Williams, Grafton Forbes (coach).

Nappanee (l-r) Jennifer Weaver, David Pierce, Beth Hock, Tery Rhoades,
Faith Charles, Curt Sisco, Charlene Meyer, Elwyn Hock, Meredyth Hock
(coaches).

Grantham (front, l-r) Rachel Paine, Mindy Bru baker, Dave Bru baker,
Doug Stevick. (Back) Doug Davis, Mark Stevick, Darren Davis, Dave
Zook (coach).

Pequea (front, l-r) Brenda Hess, Tricia Harnish, Jeanne Hess, Letha
Zook (coach). (Back) Doug Shirk, Cindy Shirk, Tim Shirk, Mike Harnish,
Jim Zook (coach).

Mechanicsburg (front, l-r) Jeff Musser, Cheryl Mann, Beth Lehman.
(Back) Earl Lebo, Marlene Lebo (coaches), Leanne Lebo, Layne Lebo.

Stayner (front, l-r) Donald Sheffer, Jill Ruppert, Stephanie Ruppert.
(Back) Olive Sheffer (asst. coach), Tim Stickley, Rob Sheffer, Audrey
Sheffer (coach).

Final Standings
1. Pilgrim Chapel
2. Pequea
3. Nappanee
4. Mechanicsburg
5. Grantham
6. Stayner
7. Labish
Labish (l-r) Jerry Miller (coach), Cassie Hite, Marcus Hite, Sheri Hamlin,
Mark Mason, Kim Mitchell.
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Top Ten Quizzers
1. Doug Stevick (Grantham)
2. Sheldon Miller (Pilgrim Chapel)
3. Cheryl Mann (Mechanicsburg)
4. Doug Shirk (Pequea)
5. Mark Stevick (Grantham)
6. Denise Roach (Pilgrim Chapel)
7. Mike Harnish (Pequea)
8. Ronald Williams (Pilgrim Chapel)
9. Layne Lebo (Mechanicsburg)
10. Jeanne Hess (Pequea)
Evangelical Visitor

Final quizzing between
Pequea and Pilgrim Chapel.

General Conference
Bible Quizzing
by Ken Letner

"Ipress on toward the goal to win the
prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus." (Philippians
3:14)
These words could very well be the
motto of 55 quizzers and coaches as they
quizzed throughout the round robins
and playoffs at Niagara Christian College, August 22-24. You could sense it as
you heard the story of the Labish team
driving from Oregon to Ontario. You
could see it in the disappointment of the
Grantham team as they were eliminated
from the playoffs Tuesday morning.
The excitement of the Nappanee coach
in observing the split-second jumping of
her team showed the motto.
The humility of the world champion
Pilgrim Chapel team manifested these
words. The efforts of the Stayner team
"to win the prize" for their fellow Canadians reflected this motto. The passion
of a Pequea quizzer in being ruled incorrect on a judge's decision exemplified
this. The times of prayer of the Mechanicsburg team also showed the motto.
Did everyone win the prize? Not everyone received the trophies but I believe
everyone won the prize.
The prizes in quizzing are many: personal growth, increase in brotherly love
and support, study of God's Word,
changed lives, development of good
study habits, and probably as many
more as there are quizzers.
The gains received in quizzing are
only matched by the intensity with
which the quizzers practice and perform. That intensity was displayed

throughout the first two days of round
robins. Each team had opportunity to
quiz against all others. That meant as
many as four quizzes in one day for
some teams. One could observe the
physical and emotional drain caused by
such concentrated performances.
These emotions and many others
were displayed in an exemplary way:
—the calm of knowing you've studied coupled with the sign of wondering if you'd recall. . . .
—the anticipation of having the
right question matched with the dejection of missing the answer . . . .
—the excitement of quoting the
correct verse paired with the frustration of missing one word. . . .
—the preliminary prayers for good
quizzes united with the sensation of
victory and the distress of defeat.
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to page 20, please

Double Elimination Quiz Playoffs
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Q#5
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)

Q#2
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Pequea 160

\Nappanee90-

Finals
Pequea100

Ken Letner is associate director of the
Board of Christian Education, which sponsors Bible quizzing in the Brethren in Christ
Church.

Watching such growth and maturity
displayed by teenagers gives an observer
feelings ofjoy—"I'm glad to be a brother
to them"—and feelings of holy pride in
knowing it is our God who makes it all
possible. Realizing that these seven
teams are only representative of a couple hundred other quizzers serves to
intensify such feelings. Maybe this is one
reason why it is so hard to watch teams
eliminated so a c h a m p i o n can be
crowned.
By Tuesday afternoon it became apparent that the four teams to progress to
Wednesday's double elimination playoffs
would be Pilgrim Chapel, Pequea, Nappanee and Mechanicsburg.
Wednesday morning brought on a
new surge to each of these teams. Pilgrim Chapel was challenged to defend

\

Pequea130
Pilgrim Chapel

Q#6

Q#7

Pilgrim Chapel 190

Pilgrim Chapel 200

1983 Champion
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Jacob Engle Foundation Offers IRA
As we get nearer the end of calendar year 1983, it is also near the end of the fiscal
year for most people. One of the best tax breaks available to United States
taxpayers is the individual retirement account (IRA). Our Brethren in Christ
foundation, the Jacob Engle Foundation, Inc., is authorized to help you take
advantage of this benefit.
Each wage earner making more than $2,000 in 1983 is qualified to put up to
$2,000 in an IRA. A married spouse not having that much income can do a spousal
account of $250, for a joint amount totaling $2,250. Money placed in an IRA is not
taxed for federal income taxes until withdrawn. It will also earn money tax-free
until it is taken out between ages 59</2 and 70. There is a 10% penalty for early
withdrawal.
An IRA with the Jacob Engle Foundation will help finance various church
ministries while it earns a reasonable rate of return for you. This rate of return,
while not generally the highest on the market, will cause your investment to double
in seven to ten years. For more information and the necessary papers contact:
Jacob Engle Foundation, Inc., P.O. Box 1136, Upland, CA 91786. Phone (914)
985-8200.
Members living in the Allegheny or Atlantic Conferences may contact the
Eastern Office: P. O. Box A, Grantham, PA 17027. Phone (717) 697-2634.
Fourth Quarter Schedules for Finance Staff
Oct.

1
2
3
6
7
9
11
13

14
15
26
27
28
29
31
Nov. 5
6
8
10
12
15
16
19
27
Dec. 2
8
12
13

NCC Heritage Day, Fort Erie, Ont.
Heise Hill Church, Gormley, Ontario
Church Board, Grantham, PA
Atlantic Church Growth Dinner, Lancaster, PA
Consultation on CM&M, Hamilton, Ont.
Palmyra Church, PA
Messiah Village, PA
General Conference Budget Hearings, Grantham, PA
Board of Administration, Grantham, PA
COSF, Grantham, PA
BOA Board Orientation, Kenbrook Camp, PA
Pacific RSFC, CA
Pacific Church Growth Dinner, CA
Midwest Church Growth Dinner, KS
Midwest RSFC, Wichita, KS
Fairview Church, Englewood, OH
Allegheny FSFC, Carlisle, PA
Canadian Church Growth Conference
Falls View Church, Niagara Falls, Ont.
Chambersburg Church, PA
Messiah Village, PA
Publication Board, PA
NCC Board of Trustees, Ont.
Fairview Church, Englewood, OH
World peace Tax Fund, Dayton, OH
Atlantic Budget Hearings, Manheim, PA
Kirkland Lake Church, Ont.
Messiah Village, PA
Board for Missions, PA
Fairview Church, Englewood, OH
Messiah Village, PA
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Quizmasters' testimonials
"We had excellent round robins and
playoffs. The top four teams rate with
the best teams of any conference year.
We had a good group of quizzers to
work with. There was good cooperation. The quizzers' attitude, cooperation
and participation were right in line with
the best of quizzers, considering the
extension of the quizzing year into late
August."—Mark Hess, General Conference quizmaster.
"I think there was an exceptional attitude among all. The intermingling of
quizzers was as good as it has been. The
team fellowship was good. The quizzing
was probably the toughest we've had at
the General Conference level. The quality of quizzing was as good as we've
had."—Charlie Crider, assistant quizmaster.

x
x
x
x
x
x
x x

x
x
x

x x
x
x

Harold Chubb, General Treasurer
Office Phone (717) 697-2634; P.O. Box A, Grantham, PA 17027
Lester C. Fretz, Director of Stewardship and Finance (Canada)
Office Phone (416) 563-4739; Box 207, Vineland, Ontario LOR 2C0
Rev. Henry N. Hostetter, Field Representative
Phone (717) 697-4693; 584 Locust Lane, Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
Dr. David P. McBeth, Director of Stewardship and Finance (U.S.A.)
Office Phone (717) 697-2634; P.O. Box A, Grantham, PA 17027
Ray M. Musser, Executive Director, Jacob Engle Foundation, Inc.
Office Phone (714) 985-8200; P.O. Box 1136, Upland, CA 91784
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its title. Pequea was determined to be
the victor. Nappanee was stirred in its
bid for the championship. Mechanicsburg was exhilarated, having defeated
reigning Pilgrim Chapel in the earlier
round robins.
As you can see from the Playoff Grid,
Pilgrim Chapel repeats as 1983 Champion. Although the grid shows the results,
it can in no way capture the experience
of each team in their victories and
defeats. Perhaps what best expresses the
attitude of the quizzers, whether in the
face of defeat or in the realm of victory,
is the cheer that was oft heard throughout the three days of quizzing:
"Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it
again: REJOICE!"

Mark Hess, quizmaster, presents the
"Quizzers' Choice Award" to Sheldon
Miller of Pilgrim Chapel. Made by the
quizzers and coaches, the selection is
based on quizzing ability, Christian character, and team leadership.

Evangelical Visitor
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Allegheny Conference
The Ambassadors Sunday School Class of the
Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., sponsored an evening service recently, with Monroe
and Elizabeth Crider sharing about their recent
trip to India. Cheryl Bert also shared about her
work at Timber Bay, Sask. • A n offering of
$13,000.00 was received by the Antrim congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., as they celebrated their
6th anniversary in the present church building.
The offering will be used toward blacktopping the
parking lot. Bishop Henry and Mrs. Ginder were
present for the service.
A group of 20 youth and 4 advisors f r o m the
Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown, Pa.,
spent 13 days with the Palm Valley congregation,
Pharr, Tx. (Midwest Conference). They held
Vacation Bible School, replaced the parsonage
roof, and did general cleaning. • The Church Outreach Committee of the Mt. Rock congregation,
Shippensburg, Pa., organized a visitation program so that each Pioneer Girl and each boy in
Christian Service Brigade would be visited in their
homes before clubs began for the fall.
Five Sunday evenings of gospel music were
planned by the Pleasant View congregatoin, Red
Lion, Pa. F o u r of the services were given by professional groups; the fifth service was presented by
persons f r o m the congregation. • A Galilean Service was hosted by the Spring Hope congregation,
Fishertown, Pa., on Sunday evening, July 24.
Members of the Point Church of the Brethren
were guests at the service.

Atlantic Conference
Special guest speaker for the Lancaster, Pa.,
congregation, was Bishop Stephen Ndlovu f r o m
Zimbabwe, Africa, on Wednesday evening, July
20. • Guests of the Holden Park congregation,
Orlando, Fl., on Sunday, Aug. 14, included a
family f r o m the Fellowship Chapel congregation,
Bronx, NY. Also, a lady f r o m Grand Cayman
Island who was visiting the U.S. for the first time
shared.
The Mt. Pleasant congregation, Mount Joy,
Pa., reports receiving $1,048.00 f r o m their Vacation Bible School. The money will be used to
purchase five cows for Zimbabwe. • A Christian
d r a m a group, the Covenant Players, presented a
program to the Palmyra, Pa., congregation on
Sunday evening, Aug. 28.
The Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa., held
a Kids' Crusade for the children of the church and

community. Several children accepted the Lord
during the crusade, which was conducted by the
Barry Kauffman family. Enough money was contributed by the children to purchase 15 pairs of
jeans for youth in foster care.
An all-day fellowship was held by the Refton,
Pa., congregation at Black Rock Retreat on Sunday, Aug. 14. The evening vespers featured "Real
Happiness." • Two persons were received into
fellowship by the Silverdale, Pa., congregation.

Canadian Conference
A community yard sale was held by the Falls
View congregation, Niagara Falls, Ont., for raising funds to support Terry Fretz in his Christian
service with Sports Life. Terry shared his CS
assignment with the congregation on a Sunday
morning.
David Carlson f r o m Trans World Radio was a
recent guest speaker at the Heise Hill Church,
Gormley, Ont. • During the summer months, the
Ridgemount congregation, Hamilton, Ont., held
joint Sunday evening services with other congregations in the area.

Central Conference
A program of sacred music was presented to the
Bethel congregation, Merrill, Mi., on a Wednesday evening by a ladies trio f r o m the Penn View
Bible Institute. • The Christian Union congregation, Garrett, In., reports that their church has
been entered in the National Register of Historic
Places.
Recent guests of the Dayton, Oh., congregation
were missionaries Marlin and Ruth Zook and
children. The Zooks shared about their work in
J a p a n . • A demonstration of Christ in the Passover was given to the Lakeview congregation,
Goodrich, Mi., on Sunday evening, Aug. 14. Mr.
Keith Halberg, representing "Jews for Jesus" gave
the presentation.
Two persons were baptized by the Morrison, II.,
congregation on Sunday, Aug. 7. The service was
held at a nearby creek. • The Ladies Fellowship of
the Union Grove congregation, New Paris, In.,
hosted the ladies of the Nappaneee, In., congregation to an evening of fun, food and fellowship on
July 19.

Midwest Conference
Bishop Don Shafer installed Rev. and Mrs.
Roger C h a r m a n as the pastoral couple of the Abi-

Applications Invited
Christian Light Bookstores welcomes applications for management trainees. Only career-oriented persons who are willing
to relocate if necessary should apply.
Send resume to General Manager, Christian Light Bookstores,
P.O. Box 189, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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lene, Ks., congregation on Sunday, July 31. A
food and baby shower was held following the
noon meal to welcome the Charmans. • The
Bethany congregation, Thomas, Ok., were hosts
to members of the Oklahoma City, Ok., congregation recently. Several farms were toured, followed
by lunch.
A fellowship dinner was held on Sunday, Aug.
7, by the Mountain View congregation, Colorado
Springs, Co., following the installation of their
new p a s t o r a l couple, G a r l a n d and Virginia
Whittington.
Rev. and Mrs. Henry Landis were installed
Sunday, July 17, as the pastoral couple of the
Palm Valley congregation, Pharr, Tx. A farewell
meeting was held for the former pastoral family,
LeRoy Eberlys, who are now studying at Fuller
Seminary. • The Rosebank congregation, Hope,
Ks., received six new members recently. Three of
the members were baptized.

Pacific Conference
Guests of the Labish congregation, Salem, Or.,
for an evening missions service were Josiah
Mutumba, an African leader, and Jan Engle, a
missionary nurse. • Rick Givens was installed as
Minister of Music on Sunday, July 10, by the
Ontario, Ca., congregation.
Bishop Don Shafer installed Jim and Terry
Ernst as the pastoral couple of the Redwood
Country Church, Grants Pass, Or., on Sunday,
Aug. 28. • Norma Zimmer presented a concert to
the Upland, Ca., congregation on Sunday evening, Aug. 7.

For The Record...
Births
Beadle: Justin Aaron, July 29; Mark and Lou
Ann Beadle, Western Hills congregation, Oh.
Carter: Joshua Lee, July 5; Dr. Stephen and
Ruth Carter, Waynesboro congregation, Pa.
Cassel: Samantha Erin, June 19; Sam and
Sharon Cassel, Fairview congregation. Oh.
Caster: Kelly Allison, July 18; Mark and Faye
Caster, Air Hill congregation. Pa.

next page, please

NOTICE TO NURSES
Just a reminder about our project
to raise funds to help train midwives
in Zimbabwe. Thus far, the funds
have come in slowly. Thanks to all
who have contributed to date. Our
goal is $7,000-$8,000, with only nine
months remaining to reach this goal.
Please send your project money
and membership dues to:
Lucy Ensminger, Treasurer
69 Vallejo Way
Upland, CA 91786
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Greiser: Trent Eric Jr., July 8; Trent and Mary
Lou Greiser, Souderton congregation, Pa.

Lehman: Justin Todd, July 16; Todd and Marian Lehman, Manor congregation, Pa.

from page 21

Harbaugh: Rachel Adrienne, July 22; Jack and
Karen Harbaugh, Waynesboro congregation, Pa.

Martin: Sarah May, June 25; Steve and Pat
Martin, Refton congregation, Pa.

Charman: Paul Daniel, June 16; Rev. Roger
and Gail Charman, Abilene congregation, Ks.

Heisey: Shalane Marie, July 13; Daryl and
Linda Heisey, Jemison Valley congregation, Pa.

Christian: Sydney Rae, July 27; Michael and
Cheryl Christian, Abilene congregation, Ks.

Henry: Ryan Christopher, July 6; Kevin and
Marilyn Henry, Souderton congregation, Pa.

Mummau: Shelby Lynn, July 26; Vince and
Shirley M u m m a u , Mount Pleasant congregation,
Pa.

Cober: Daniel Evan, July 17; Peter and Lynn
Cober, Rosebank congregation, Ont.

Hoover: Jozlyn Joy, July 26; Scott and Sandy
Hoover, Pequea congregation, Pa.

Cooper: Christina, July 30; Dan and Beth
Cooper, G r a n t h a m congregation, Pa.

Keller: Luke Martin, July 12; Mark and Darlene Keller, Mount Pleasant congregation, Pa.

Neufeld: Sara Elizabeth, July 14; Rev. J o h n
and Kathy Neufeld, Diamond Bar congregation,
Ca.

Delcamp: Jennifer Lynn, July 17; D o n and
Jane Delcamp, Pleasant Hill congregation, Oh.

Kennedy: Chad Edward, March 25; Greg and
Sally Kennedy, Sandia congregation, N M .

Niesley: Faith Susan, May 13; Alan and Diane
Niesley, Philadelphia, Pa.

Engle: J a c o b Oliver, July 15; Richard and
Yvonne Engle, Bethel (Merrill) congregation, Mi.

Kipe: Shaun Michael, July 18; Ray and Darlyss Kipe, Speedwell Heights congregation, Pa.

Rote: Matthew Robert, Aug. 4; Robert and
Cathie Rote, Cedar Heights congregation, Pa.

Eshleman: Amiee' Sue, July 6; Rodney and
Kim Eshleman, Antrim congregation. Pa.

Knaub: Justin Donald, July 12; Stuart and Joy
Knaub, Dillsburg congregation, Pa.

Rowles: Nathaniel Lee, J u n e 10; Tony and
Cindy Rowles, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa.

Gee: Tonya Michelle, Aug. 3; Bev and Vicky
Gee, Paddockwood congregation, Sask.

Landis: Parker Engle, May 22; J o h n and Lucy
Landis, Sandia congregation, N M .

Sands: Kelley Ann, Aug. 3; Mike and Deb
Sands, Manor congregation, Pa.

C h u r c h

N e w s

. . .

Women's Resource Listing
Do you need a speaker for a weekend conference, a motherdaughter banquet, or a retreat? Are you seeking the right woman to
challenge your women's fellowship to greater training, devotion or
personal sacrifice? Here's a "who's who" and "who's where" of
Brethren in Christ women with talents and insights to share. Education, disabled youth, nutrition, physical fitness, crafts, peace and
justice, acrylic painting, cross-cultural studies, marriage and family—
these are but a few of the helpful selections offered in the Women's
Resource Listing.
The current list, containing 32 names, is categorized three ways:
alphabetically, by regional conference, and by interest/resource. A
copy may be obtained by writing:
Nancy Heisey Longacre
724 Fulton Street
Akron, PA 17501
Other women interested in becoming part of future listings may
apply to the same address.

iMennontie
}

ay Directory IV

Please send me application forms so I can register and
listed in the new Mennonite Your Way Directory IV.
Name.
Address.

Complete coupon and return immediately to:
Mennonite Your Way Directory IV,
Box 1525, Salunga, PA 1.7538
R e g i s t r a t i o n d e a d l i n e — N o v e m b e r 30. 1983
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Musser: Greggory Neil, July 30; Jay R. and
Gayle (Zehr) Musser, Cross Roads congregation,
Pa.

Sebum: Andrew Jason, July 2; Ronald and
Dawn Sebum, Bertie congregation, Ont.
Shertzer: Melissa Lynn, Aug. 1; Jay and Sylvia
Shertzer, Manor congregation, Pa.
Siegrist: Jill Marie, July 24; Eugene and Carole
Siegrist, Manor congregation, Pa.
Stauffer: Julie Michelle, July 19; Rev. James
and Jane (Zercher) Stauffer, Jemison Valley congregation, Pa.
Stern: Carrie Mae, July 8; Lane and Winifred
Stern, South Mountain congregation, Pa.
Sublette: Anne Kathryn, Aug. 1; Gary and
Becky Sublette, Fairview congregation, Oh.
Zimmerman: Scott Aaron, July 16; M a r k and
Cindi Zimmerman, Dillsburg congregation, Pa.

Weddings
Adkins-Smith: P a m Smith and Greg Adkins,
July 2 in the Dayton, Oh., Brethren in Christ
Church.
Allcorn-Heisey: S h a r o n Kaye, d a u g h t e r of
Rev. and Mrs. Marion J. Heisey, Tijeras, N M ,
and Robert Dean, son of Mr. and Mrs. Harold
Allcorn, Bloomfield, N M , June 11 in the Sandia
Brethren in Christ / Mennonite Church with father
of the bride and Rev. Henry P. Heisey officiating.
Auker-Bishop: Beth, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Eugene Bishop, and Steve, son of Mr. and Mrs.

About those white p a g e s . . .
During the production of the September issue of the Visitor, a handful
of press sheets apparently were printed on one side only. The result is that
a few subscribers may have received a
copy with eight blank pages.
If you happened to receive one of
these copies, you may secure a replacement copy either from your pastor
(who received a quantity of sample
copies of that issue) or from our
office. Write to P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN 46550.
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Lavon Auker, J u n e 4 in the Cedar Grove Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. M. Eugene Heidler
officiating.
Banner-Budesheim: Angela Ruth, daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Budesheim, Washington
Boro, Pa., and Bruce Robert, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Craig Banner, Millersville, Pa., July 16 in the
M a n o r Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J o h n
B. Hawbaker officiating.

Shawley-MacGill: Charlene MacGill, Lock
Haven, Pa., and Dale Shawley, Castanea, Pa.,
July 1 in the Hill View Wesleyan Church with Rev.
J o h n L. Bundy officiating.
Sherk-Reagen: Janice Doreen Reagen and
David Arthur Sherk, April 23 in the Sherkston
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Robert Rolston officiating.

Bekkattla-Moore: Evelyn Louise, daughter of
Rev. and Mrs. D. Maurice Moore, and Freddy
Joseph, son of Patrick and Adeline Bekkattla,
Buffalo Narrows, Sask., June 25 in the Little Red
River Park, Prince Albert with father of the bride
officiating.

Shertzer-Lanas: Deborah Ann, daughter of
Mrs. J o a n Ann Lanas, Lancaster, Pa., and Raymond Lanas Jr., Reading, Pa., and Stephen Alan,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Melvin L. Shertzer, Millersville, Pa., July 2 in the Calvary Independent
Church, Lancaster, Pa., with Rev. Eric Crichton
officiating.

Bowman-Grove: Pamela Jane Grove, daughter of Mrs. Adele R o h r b a u g h and Mr. Lamar
Sheckard, and Brian Brent, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Bowman, July 2 in the M a n o r Brethren in
C h r i s t C h u r c h with Rev. H e n r y H o s t e t t e r
officiating.

Sims-Negley: Brenda Faith, daughter of William and Mae Negley, Perkasie, Pa., and Troy
Scott Sims, son of Richard and Alma Fulmer,
Souderton, Pa., June 4 in the Souderton Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. Omer King officiating.

Byler-Kindy: Rhoda, daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
David Kindy, Freeland, Mo., and Bruce, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Allen Byler, Belleville, Pa., Aug. 6 in
the Trinity Wesleyan Church, Midland, Mi. with
Rev. Bedsaul Agee officiating.
Dyck-Long: Linda Long and Lane Dyck, Concordia, Ks. with Rev. Jessie Dourte officiating.
Englert-Heverly: Lisa Heverly, Mill Hall, Pa.,
and Gary Englert, Lamar, Pa., Aug. 6 i n the Cedar
Heights Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J o h n
L. Bundy officiating.
Harrison-Burrison: Alisa Marie Burrison and
J o h n Clarke Harrison, J u n e 11 in the Sherkston
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J o h n Day
officiating.
Heisey-Martin: Valerie Malisa Martin, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Morris, Bronx, NY,
and J. Scott, son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Warren
Heisey, Elizabethtown, Pa., May 28 in the Grant h a m Brethren in Christ Church with Bishop
Alvin Book and Rev. W. Dale Allison officiating.
Keller-Bauman: Tracey B a u m a n and Greg
Keller, J u n e 25 in the Manheim Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Linford Good and Rev. Daryl
Climenhaga officiating.
Lehman-Knepper: Diane Sue, daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. D. R a y Knepper and Steven Allen, son
of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Lehman Sr., July 23 with
Rev. Mervin Potteiger and Rev. Charles R. Burgard officiating.
Long-Appelseth: Deana, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ralph Appelseth, Enterprise, Ks., and Steve,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Long, Hiawatha, Ks.,
Aug. 6 in the Abilene Brethren in Christ Church.
Lupold-Kinley: P a m Kinley and Dennis Lupoid, both of Lamar, Pa., Aug. 27 in the Cedar
Heights Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J o h n
L. Bundy officiating.
Martin-Shelley: Debbie, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Roy Shelley, and Joe, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Robert Martin, July 2 in the Cedar Grove Brethren
in Christ Church with Rev. M. Eugene Heidler
officiating.
Oberholzer-Helfrick: Karen E., daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Asa Helfrick, and David, son of Mr.
and Mrs. Donald Oberholzer, J u n e 4 in the Montgomery Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
L o m e Lichty officiating.
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Tarman-Taylor: Linda Sue Taylor and Robert
L. Tarman, May 21 in the Pleasant View Brethren
in Christ C h u r c h with Rev. Harold Bowers
officiating.
Winger-Brown: S h a r o n , d a u g h t e r of Mrs.
Evelyn Brown, Knightstown, In., and Kenneth,
son of Mr. and Mrs. Willard Winger, Kenmore,
NY, J u n e 10 in the Grace Lutheran Church, Cincinnati, Oh. with Rev. Philip Dumke and Rev.
Paul Hess officiating.
Zimmerman-Gordon: Susan E., daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Gordon, Lancaster, Pa.,
and J a y E., son of Mr. and Mrs. J o h n Zimmerman, Akron, Pa., July 16 in the Mt. Pleasant
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Jerel L. Book
officiating.

Obituaries
Clouse: L a M a r E. Clouse, Schaumburg, II.,
born Aug. 9,1923, in Nappanee, In., died Aug. 19,
1983. He was the son of Charles E. Clouse and
Hazel Clouse. In addition to his mother, he is
survived by his wife, Patty; a son, Rod; a daughter,
Stephanie; five grandchildren; two sisters: Vera
Beachy and Frieda. The funeral service was conducted in Schaumburg, II.
Decker: Carl E. Decker, born Nov. 23, 1899,
died April 30,1983. He was the son of Tobias and
Mary (Unruh) Decker. On July 31, 1923, he was
married to Elda Jantz who survives. Also surviving are two daughters: Mrs. Joyce Ginder and
Mrs. JoLene Hawbaker; five grandchildren; four
brothers; and two sisters. He was preceded in
death by a granddaughter; three sisters and a
brother. He was a member of the Rosebank
Brethren in Christ Church, Hope, Ks., where he
served as usher and deacon for more than 25 years.
He also worked with Mennonite Disaster Service.
Rev. Jesse Dourte conducted the funeral service in
the Mennonite Brethren Church. Interment was in
the Gnadenau Cemetery.
Evey: Cora Bell Evey, born Aug. 6, 1883, in
New Chilicothe, Ks., died July 4, 1983, in General
Hospital, Morton, Wa. She was the daughter of
Edward and Anna Eyster Alvis. In 1943 she was
married to Widney Evey who preceded her in
death in 1956. In addition to her husband's children, she is survived by a brother, William Avis; a
sister, Alice Peck; and nieces and nephews. She
served under Brethren in Christ Missions in Chicago, II., and f r o m 1911 to 1919 in Rhodesia (now
Zimbabwe), Africa. Rev. Steve Pynch conducted

the funeral service with interment in the Shoestring Cemetery, Lewis, Wa.
Herr: Mamie E. Hess Herr, Pleasant View Rest
Home, Manheim, Pa., born May 18, 1889, died
May 29,1983. She was married to Ira H. Herr who
preceded her in death in 1978. She is survived by
four children: Ruth H. Harnish, Ralph H„ Clyde
H., and Lloyd H.; eight grandchildren; and eight
great-grandchildren. Rev. Gerald Wingert and
Rev. Timothy L. Herr conducted the funeral service. Interment was in the Pequea Cemetery.
Kauffman: J o h n B. Kauffman, Hesperia, Ca.,
born Dec. 5,1894, in Lancaster Co., Pa., died July
19, 1983. He was married to Ella Mae Gibbel who
preceded him in death. He is survived by three
sons: John, Philip and Eugene; two daughters:
Virginia and Angela; five grandchildren; and four
great-grandchildren. He was a deacon of the Pasadena Brethren in Christ Church for many years.
Rev. J. Ralph Wenger and Rev. David Phillips
conducted the funeral service.
Long: Murray Long, Dundas, Ont., born Aug.
20, 1909, died Feb. 27, 1983. He is survived by his
wife, Martha (Teal) Long; two sons: Elvin and
Elmer; three daughters: Helen Berthelette, Mable
Nix, and Mary Doerwald; 15 grandchildren; and
five great-grandchildren. He was a member of the
Ridgemount Brethren in Christ Church. The funeral service was conducted by Rev. Verne Brubaker and Rev. Paul Nigh. Interment was in the
Springvale Cemetery.
Shaffer: Amanda Mae, Fishertown, Pa., born
Dec. 14, 1890, in Bedford Co., Pa., died July 28,
1983, in the Donahoe Manor Nursing Home. She
was the daughter of Solomon and Virginia (Kurtz)
Ritchey. She was married to Harry E. Shaffer who
preceded her in death in 1978. She is survived by
two sons: J o h n K. and Clyde; five daughters:
Helen Pebley, Alice Feather, Edna Mae Turner,
Bertha Edd, Kathleen Kemppel; a brother; 22
grandchildren; and 51 great-grandchildren. Three
brothers, three sisters, two grandchildren, and two
great-grandchildren preceded her in death. She
was a member of the Springhope Brethren in
Christ Church. Rev. Kenneth Mackie conducted
the funeral service. Interment was in the Schellsburg Cemetery.
Sherman: William F. Sherman, formerly of
Collegeville, Pa., born May 4, 1896, died July 6,
1983, in the Michigan Veteran's Facility. He was
the son of Jacob W. and Cora M. (Derk) Sherman. He is survived by a son, Rev. Warren J.
Sherman; five grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; and a brother. He was a member of the
Stowe Brethren in Christ Church. Rev. Jacob H.
Bowers conducted the funeral service. Interment
was in the Perkiomen Cemetery.
Snider: Rhea M. Snider, Waterloo, Ont., born
July 24,1899, died July 9,1983. She is survived by
a sister, Kathleen Snider. She was a member of the
Westheights Brethren in Christ Church. Rev.
Philip D. Keefer conducted the funeral service
with interment in the Mount Hope Waterloo
Cemetery.
Stem: Ira K. Stem, Roaring Spring, Pa., born
Dec. 18, 1901, died July 27, 1983, in the Nason
Hospital, Roaring Spring. His wife, Bertha, preceded him in death in 1980. He is survived by three
daughters; two brothers; two sisters; a number of
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. He was a
member of the Martinsburg Brethren in Christ
Church where the funeral service was conducted
by Rev. Earl E. Herr. Interment was in the Fairview Cemetery, Martinsburg.
•
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Gospel Tide Hour helps to fund
Zimbabwean radio broadcast
Amagugu Evangeli is back on the air.
After a period of silence, this broadcast
in the Ndebele language is again being
aired over Trans World Radio from
Swaziland! The program's reinstatement
culminates more than a year of joint
planning by the Gospel Tide Hour,
Bishop Ndlovu of the Zimbabwe Brethren in Christ Church, and Trans World
Radio (TWR).
The broadcast was originated by
Robert Mann and later carried on by
Edgar Ndlovu. It reaches the Ndebele
speaking people of Zimbabwe and surrounding countries. Following the revolution and the curtailment of church
activities, finances would not allow the
church in Zimbabwe to continue production. But TWR was eager for this
broadcast to continue, since they had no
other source to supply them with a
broadcast in the Ndebele language. At
that point, T W R contacted the Gospel
Tide Hour, requesting our assistance.
The role of the Gospel Tide Hour is to
provide funds for the cost of production
and air time, while TWR is giving the
first six months at half cost. A total
commitment of $15,000.00 for the first
year is needed. This support, after one
year, is projected on a decreasing scale,

allowing time for the Zimbabwean
Church to get it into their budget.
Amagugu Evangeli is a fifteen minute
daily broadcast with different emphases
each day of the week, making its message relevant to people of various groups
and ages.
Pray for Edgar Ndlovu as he carries
this responsibility. Pray for the Gospel
Tide Hour as it has stepped out by faith
in raising these extra funds. Pray for the
church in Zimbabwe, that this tool may
be effective to strengthen the growing
church.
The Gospel Tide Hour broadcasting
now involves four languages. The largest is the Hindi program, Ap Ki Liye,
which reaches an area of 450 million
people who speak the Hindi language.
The English outreach is the oldest, originating in 1946, and is heard on 18 stations in the United States and Canada.
Also, the English broadcast is heard
over TWR in Swaziland, reaching the
southern part of Africa, and is broadcast from Anguilla in the West Indies,
covering the Caribbean Islands and into
South America. The fourth is in French
Creole and is broadcast from Port-AuPrince, Haiti. —Maurice Bender, program director for Gospel Tide Hour. •

John Niesley to head
major fund drive for
Christian Retreat Center
John B. Niesley, a real estate broker
from Carlisle, Pennsylvania, has been
named to head a major capital fund
drive for the Christian Retreat Center, a
camp founded in 1978 by the Allegheny
Conference of the Brethren in Christ
Church.
The purpose of the "Freeing to Serve"
campaign is to raise $400,000 in cash
and faith promises to pay for the 238
acres of land on which the Christian
Retreat Center is located.
The successful execution of this program will completely liquidate the camp's
current indebtedness,
thus freeing nearly
$50,000 a year in interest payments for
ministry application.
John and his wife,
Feme, are members
of the Carlisle Brethren
in Christ Church where
he serves as a deacon, Sunday school
teacher and a member of the Building
Committee.
In addition to operating John B. Niesley Real Estate, which specializes in the
sale of farms and land, John is a licensed
auctioneer.
•

Mountains of food, loads of fun, gifts of compassion
Q. How can 29 kids put away 5 tons of
food in 3 hours and not gain a pound?
A. By packing it in grocery bags and
loading it on a semi bound for New
York and Philadelphia.
Friday night, June 10, 29 kids and
youth leaders found their way into the
dimly lit warehouse of Turkey Hill
Minit Markets. Walls of food awaited
our demolition. Can by can, box by
box, bag by bag, the walls were torn
down. Three hours later, those walls had
been processed into gifts of compassion.
The event was MCC's Grocery Sharing Project. Brethren in Christ individuals, families, and groups were encouraged to contribute $15.00 per bag of
groceries for needy families in New
York City and Philadelphia. The goal
was to raise enough money to purchase
food for 500 bags. Each bag contained
15 items including dried peas and beans,
canned vegetables and fruit, flour, short24

ening, and other staples. A list of recipes
accompanied the goods.
More than $7,800 was raised and the
food was purchased in bulk. One final

by Phil Byers

task was yet to be completed—the bagging of the groceries.
Youth from three churches teamed
together to form the assembly line. A
human conveyor of grocery bags moved
past loaders who made sure each item
was put in its proper place: fruit, then
shortening, then flour. One mistake and
the macaroni wouldn't fit in the bag.
The three-hour task was made enjoyable by the attitudes of the young people. From the first bags to the last, our
work was accompanied by song. New
friends were made as greetings were
exchanged with the loading of each
item. We had a great time packaging
those goods, but far more important is
the enjoyment of the recipients of those
bags. Our hope is that as we tore down
the walls of food surrounding us in the
warehouse, so also walls of poverty and
disinterest in the gospel might be torn
down by these gifts of compassion.
•
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World Fellowship
comes to
San Pedro Sula
L O M B A R D , IL—(MWC)—The Honduras Mennonite Church welcomed the
Mennonite World Conference Executive Committee and a number of Central American visitors to an all-day fellowship meeting in San Pedro Sula July
12, for what H M C president Damian
Rodriguez called "a foretaste of heaven."
"We are truly honored to have brothers and sisters here from so many countries," said Ruben Ramirez, pastor of
the local congregation. "But the best is
that Christ is here with us."
Including Honduras, there were 11
nations and one commonwealth (Puerto
Rico) represented at the fellowship meeting. Most members of the M W C Executive Committee were able to be present
in advance of their regular meetings July
13-15.
The day began with introductions
and greetings from each person in attendance, until all of approximately 75
persons had filed across the front of the
meetinghouse. That number included
the executive committee of the Honduran church, visiting pastors, 25-30 members of the local San Pedro Sula congregation, four delegates from Nicaragua,
one from Guatemala and two from
Costa Rica.
At intervals, amplified music from a
local music group called "Fe" ("Faith")
and others helped to drown out the
street noises which filtered through open
windows from busy San Pedro Sula, a
city of about 200,000. Ceiling fans helped
beat back the 90- to 100-degree heat.
One delegate from Nicaragua, Arnulfo
Vado, perhaps conscious of the tensions
between his country and Honduras,
stressed the importance of meeting together. "There are no boundaries, no
barriers here. That kind of problem
existed in the past. But Jesus with his
death on the cross removed the wall
separating u s . . . . As children of God we
are one people in Christ."
Among the day's highlights was the
introduction of an executive committee
for the women's group of the local congregation. A spokesperson, Lavinia
Ochoa, spoke of a great step taken
recently when wives of Honduran Mennonite pastors were included in a leadership retreat.
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Stephen Ndlovu of Zimbabwe, MWC vice-president for Africa, speaks through translator
Raul Rosado Ortiz, MWC vice-president for Latin America.

The ample meetinghouse and small
parking lot were packed full for the
evening inspirational meeting. Speaking
through translators, Carl Brusewitz talked about Mennonites in the U.S.S.R.,
Robert Kreider spoke of Mennonites in
Ethiopia, and Stephen Ndlovu (Bishop
of the Brethren in Christ Church in
Zimbabwe) preached until almost 11
p.m. Paul Kraybill gave a brief overview
of the church around the world.
At one point, the visitors from other
countries were asked to line the front of
the meetinghouse, while the congrega-

tion linked arms, raised hands, and
sang.
"It is not that the expressions of faith
are the same," said Carl Brusewitz the
following morning in reflecting on the
rich experience. He contrasted the "cold
north" with the freedom of Latin worship. "The glorious thing is that we have
the sense of being one people," he continued. "Here is a people who know
themselves redeemed and who have as
their foundation, Jesus Christ, calling
men and women to be new men and
women, to be peacemakers."
•

Beat the Price Increase
O n January 1,1984, the subscription rates for the Evangelical Visitor
will be increased, to help cover printing and postage costs which have
continued to rise over the past four years.
This is your "golden opportunity" to subscribe or r e n e w at the
current rates. (Your best buy? The lifetime subscription!)
U.S. funds

Introductory offer for
new subscribers
1
2
3
5

year renewal
years
years
years

Lifetime subscription
Gift subscriptions

$

Canadian funds

6.00

$

7.00

7.00
13.50
20.00
32.50

8.00
15.00
22.00
36.00

125.00

140.00

6.00

7.00

You may order t h r o u g h your congregation's Fall Visitor Subscription
Drive. O r send your check or money order, with your name and
mailing address, to: Evangelical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nappanee, IN
46550.

Subscribe Today!
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N e w Mennonite Your

Way directory
to feature
European Travel

A new Mennonite Your Way Directory IVwill be published in March 1984.
Leon and Nancy Stauffer, originators of
the Mennonite Your Way program, say
the Directory—covering 1984, 1985 and
1986—will highlight travel to Mennonite World Conference being held July
24-29, 1984 in Strasbourg, France.
First published in 1976, the Mennonite Your Way directories list nearly
2,000 host families throughout North
America who have agreed to host travelers coming through their area. Travelers are asked to give their host several
days advance notice of arrival as well as

leave a small donation. Hosts are asked
only to provide lodging; they, of course,
may refuse visitors if there are schedule
conflicts with their personal plans.
The current Mennonite Your Way
Directory III, which expires at the end
of 1983, includes a listing of 140 contact
persons in 43 foreign countries. While
the majority of host families listed are
from Church of the Brethren, Mennonite, and Brethren in Christ and related
groups, an increasing number of inquiries have come from other Christian
groups.
Leon Stauffer said, "We are interested in promoting two things—fellowship and economical travel. Our world
seems to be tearing apart at the seams,
so surely the fellowship aspect still applies. The need to continue to economize is quite self-evident."
Nancy said, "We hear stories of so
many people who make long-term, lasting friendships through these contacts;

Messiah College News
The Covenant Fund
Although many congregations of the
Brethren in Christ Church have faithfully supported education since Messiah
College, the first denominational institution, was founded in 1909, the Covenant Fund (formerly known as the Parish
Grant program) encourages the entire
brotherhood to take part.
The Covenant Fund began in 1966
after Upland and Messiah Colleges
merged and Jabbok Bible School closed.
At the 1972 General Conference it was
agreed that funds collected would finance
a two-way support program. Grants
would be given to eligible students and
unrestricted support would be given to
the college. A name change to the Covenant Fund in 1981 more accurately
reflects these two goals.
Although each congregation which
gives $15 per member to the Covenant
Fund (an amount determined by the
1980 General Conference) may not currently have someone directly benefiting
from the grant program, this program
allows individuals to help Brethren in
Christ students from across the country
and around the world.
Grants given to Brethren in Christ
students include parish grants of $300
per year (unless a student already receives
aid equal to college costs), travel allowances varying with the distance from the
college, pre-ministerial aid during the
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junior and senior years, full tuition for
international students from approved
mission areas, voluntary service aid based
upon service rendered, and $500 supplemental aid to Canadian students.
The following congregations were upto-date in their Covenant Fund giving as
of July 1, 1983:
Allegheny—Grantham,
Iron Springs, Messiah Village and Mt.
Holly Springs;
Atlantic—Fellowship
Chapel, Manor, and Refton; Central—
Bethel, Highland, and Sheboygan.
Receiving Parish Grants
The following Brethren in Christ students received Parish Grants during the
past school year:
Linda Barrett, Ruth Baugher, Michael
Beachy, Nathan Bender, Tina Bollinger,
Michael Book, Carlton Bowers, Sharon
Brake, David Brandt, Dale Brantner,
Dale Brubaker, Esther Brubaker, Faithe
Brubaker, Karen Brubaker, Jolene Byer,
Sheryl Byers, Karen Carlson, Michelle
Casey, Cynthia Cassel, Faith Charles,
Sheldon Cober, Jeffrey Conrady, Beth
Cooper, Dawn Crider, Donald Crowl,
Debra Cutman, Dennis Davis, Donelda
Davis, David Deihl, Sharon Doane,
Karen Dohner, Laura Dutweiler, Kirk
Eberly, and Sherri Edwards.
Also Barbara Engle, Rebecca Engle,
Robert Felix, Lori Ford, Ella Frey,
Tonia Garling, Bevin Ginder, Barbara
Graybill, Jim Haer, Richard Harley,

they visit again and the visit is returned.
They send Christmas cards to their new
friends. They participate with each other
in joy and sorrow. This is real church
happening and we thank God for this
ministry."
The new Directory, highlighting the
1984 Mennonite World Conference, will
include an article on eating internationally, an Anabaptist heritage what-tosee-in-Europe guide, maps, suggested
walking and driving tours and an enlarged listing of European host families.
Another first for the MYW Directory
IV will be a separate listing of Mennonite Pilots' Association hosts which will
include landing strip information.
Anyone wishing to be listed as a host
in the Mennonite Your Way hospitality
network should request an application
form immediately from: Mennonite
Your Way IV, Box 1525, Salunga, PA
17538. Registration closes November
30, 1983.
•
Peggyann Hegelein, Mark Heise, Byron
Hempy, William Hench, Jr., Kenneth
Hepner, Dave Hershberger, Jon Hoffman, Mark Holland, Mike Holland,
Tina Horst, Kimberly Jacobs, Cynthia
James, Sally Kibler, Diane Knepper,
Tina Koser, John Kreider, Mary Ann
Kreider, Ginger La Venice, Lisa Layman, Julia Lehman, Steve Lehman,
Rae-Ann Lentz, Colleen Lilly, Patty
Linn and John Long.
Also Richard Love, Cheryl Mann,
Heide Martin, Jeffrey Martin, Dora
McBeth, Timothy McBeth, Crystal
Meek, Alexander Milleman, Deborah
Miller, Kimberly Miller, Mary Miller,
Beth Musselman, Rodney Musser, Dale
Mylin, Lauretta Mylin, Gregory Nissley, Lucinda Oswald, Rachel Paine,
Robert Patterson, Diane Peterman,
Nancy Peterman, D. Robert Pringle,
Jr., Lynn Prior, Sally Ramirez, Karen
Reed, Rebecca Rhoad, Gina Rissinger,
Cindy Robinson, Beth Rohrbaugh, J.
Melissa Rorabaugh, Melody Royer,
Leslie Shatto, and Brian Shemory.
Also Judith Sides, Sharon Sides,
Steven Sides, Denise Singmaster, Douglas Slaymaker, Denise Sollenberger,
Michael Strite, Scott Stutzman, Paul
Taylor, Pamela Teach, Kevin Thrush,
Kenneth Toms, Jr., Delbert Turman,
Kirk Ulery, Anita Waldron, Brengle
Waldron, Wesley Waldron, Leslie Weiand, Ruth-Anne Wideman, Kimberly
Willis, D. Eugene Winters, Angela Witter, Steven Witter, Brent Wolgemuth,
Jesse Wolgemuth, Kaye Wolgemuth,
David Zercher, and Susan Zook.
•
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Summer Youth
Squads aid
disaster victims
Thirty-one youths rebuilt houses,
cleaned up flood damage and helped
construct an inner city health center as
part of Mennonite Disaster Service's aid
to those who have suffered from natural
catastrophies.
Participants in the Summer Youth
Squad program, now in its eleventh
summer, reconstructed homes in the
wake of Hurricane Iwa in Hawaii and
helped fight against what the MDS
Executive Coordinator Nels Hostetter
called "the disaster of endemic poverty"
in cities such as New Orleans and Philadelphia. The 18- to 24-year-old volunteers also aided earthquake victims in
Coalinga, Calif., and flood victims in
Louisiana.
The strong winds of Hurricane Iwa
tore roofs off houses, stripped away
walls and demolished whole buildings
when it struck November 23, 1982, said
Henry Mast, director of MDS region
IV, which includes the West Coast and
Hawaii.
Eight MDS Youth Squad volunteers
under the direction of Gerry and Barbara Friesen rebuilt eight houses, said
Mast. Waves lifted one of the houses
and moved it back nearly 40 feet, he
said. The MDS workers hauled the
house back to its original site and raised
it eight feet, building a carport underneath, so it would survive future high
water.
In Hawaii, as in other locations,
MDS helps people who do not have
other resources to rebuild their homes
after disaster strikes —or in the case of
inner city work, MDS assists those who
have been ground down by poverty for
so long that they have no way to
improve their homes.
In New Orleans, MDS renovated
dilapidated ghetto housing. Working
with local Mennonite Central Committee volunteers and with Catholic Charities, MDS sought out the neediest families. MDS found grants from government
agencies to cover the cost of building
materials, then put their muscle into the
project.
The area in which MDS chose work
in New Orleans, said Stan Mecum,
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Mennonite Disaster Service workers, Gerrard Robertshaw, above, and Dennis Greer,
renovate the second floor of a four-story building owned by Diamond Street Mennonite Church in Philadelphia, Pa.

Louisiana state coordinator, was the
predominantly black St. Thomas Housing Project, which was built in the 1930s
for low-income families. The youth
squad workers replaced broken window
frames, painted, laid floor tiles and
cleaned up about 18 units, Mecum said.
In Philadelphia, the MDS group
worked in the Diamond Street Mennonite Church. They renovated the second
floor of a four-story building. This floor
will serve as a church auditorium and as
a wholistic health center with doctors
and medical aid for low-income people.
Dennis Greer, the project supervisor
with his wife Julie, said the youth squad
volunteers helped build a mezzanine
level, constructed walls and erected partitions for the new clinic and church
auditorium.

In Coalinga, youth squad members
helped repair damage from the May
earthquake that destroyed 309 homes
and severely damaged another 559
homes. Volunteers rebuilt homes and
set them on their foundations for poor
people who had no other way to reconstruct their houses.
MDS youth squad volunteers also
worked in the flood cleanup effort this
summer in Louisiana and Mississippi,
and they helped repair tornado-damaged
homes in North Central and Northeastern Louisiana.
The youth squads, first organized in
1973, include people from Mennonite,
Brethren in Christ, Amish and Hutterite
backgrounds, as well as people from
other denominations. MDS serves both
in Canada and the United States.
•
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Reflections on Amsterdam '83
and on our evangelism
by Maurice Bender
Recently I sat for ten days under the
banner, "Do the work of an Evangelist."
This experience has caused me to reflect
on the cause of evangelism, evangelistic
preaching, and evangelism and the Brethren in Christ. I would like to write down
some thoughts so that others may share
in this reflection.
It was a high privilege, because of my
work with the Gospel Tide Hour, to be
invited to Amsterdam '83, a conference
for itinerant evangelists and others with
related ministries. Almost 5,000 persons
were present July 12-21, from 133 countries. These were chosen from 10,000
who had made application.
Hearing the messages by Billy Graham, Leighton Ford, Luis Palau, Stephen Olford, E. V. Hill, Bill Bright, Ravi
Zacharias, Festo Kivengere, and Chuck
Colson, plus many more main session
speakers, was truly an outstanding time
of spiritual input and challenge. In addition, over 100 workshop leaders gave
much practical information. The Holy
Spirit's presence was evident, and we
were all moved deeply. Someone even
labeled it a conference of tears.
The conference was planned to include
opportunity to evangelize. On Sunday
afternoon, 86 buses took participants to
parks and beaches all across Holland to
evangelize on a one-to-one basis. Many
interesting experiences were reported
from that day.
One of the chief inspirations from the
conference came from meeting people
from many countries of the world and
hearing of their ministries for the Lord.

Most of these (70 percent) were from
third world nations, with many never
having traveled outside their own areas
before. There were over 300 delegates
from India, of which I believe I met
about one fourth. To my great disappointment, I learned the day after the
conference that there were Brethren in
Christ present from India. I did meet
two Brethren in Christ from Zimbabwe,
Albert Ndlovu, who is pastor of the
Lobengula Church in Bulawayo, and
Samuel Mebhena, a teacher in Bulawayo.
Since the conference I've been reflecting on the work of evangelism in the
Brethren in Christ Church. As I look at
the Scriptures and history, I raise some
questions about our evangelistic preaching.
The place of preaching as a major
means of proclaiming the Good News
has been evident since the time of John
the Baptist. The early church "preached
the word wherever they went" (Acts
8:4). Paulas missionary/evangelistgave
himself to a preaching ministry across
the then known civilized world. His
words of admonition to church leader
Timothy, who seemed to be settling into
a pastoral role with certain churches,
included "do the work of an evangelist"
(2 Timothy 4:5).
Our own church heritage has been
steeped in evangelistic preaching. Our
Anabaptist forefathers were the evangelists of the Reformation. They preached
rebirth along with rebaptism and were
persecuted much for their activities. Yes,
our Anabaptist heritage includes a clear

Bible Sunday set for November 6
S u n d a y , N o v e m b e r 6, has been designated International Bible
S u n d a y by the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Bible Society. Bible S u n d a y is being
held in c o n j u n c t i o n with the Year of the Bible activities.
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Bible S u n d a y will have t w o purposes. The first is
t o e m p h a s i z e the i m p o r t a n c e of G o d ' s W o r d , the Bible. T h e
second is to call a t t e n t i o n to the need f o r Bibles in missionary and
evangelistic w o r k a r o u n d the world.
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call for preaching with evangelistic
emphasis.
Our Wesleyan heritage also calls us to
evangelistic preaching. This movement
has been marked with the holiness emphasis in our denomination and rightly
so. But the preaching of the Wesleys and
others of their movement was first marked by a real concern to call men and
women to commitment to Jesus Christ.
Our own Brethren in Christ heritage
is rich in evangelistic preaching. Some of
our founding fathers likely found peace
with God under the preaching of Boehm
and Otterbein in the late 18th century.
Although the evangelistic meeting as
such did not find its place in our church
for many years, the spirit of our early
preaching called for the hearers to repent
and "make their start" for the Kingdom.
Later, evangelistic meetings were the
norm as the brethren went out to preach,
even beyond the church buildings which
they were then erecting. This concern
for evangelistic preaching was at least in
part the basis for establishing missions—
especially in the cities and rural areas.
Today, we still believe in evangelism,
but our patterns have changed. We use
camps, clubs, home Bible studies, evangelism programs, and other one-to-one
methods. These are good and are being
used to the building of the Kingdom,
especially in conjuction wih our church
planting programs.
I wonder, however, if we may have
lost the concern for evangelistic preaching? For many centuries this New Testament method of outreach was blessed
by the conversion of many people. Could
it be that in our haste to find new ways to
grow, we are missing the most timetested method of all—evangelistic preaching?
The growing churches of our day,
both at home and abroad, are strong in
evangelistic preaching. The Scripture
commends it when it says "The message
of the cross is foolishness to those who
are perishing," but "God was pleased
through the foolishness of what was
preached to save those who believed" (1
Cor. 1:18, 21).
Maybe we who are Brethren in Christ
should be praying for the Lord of the
harvest to send forth preaching evangelists into the harvest, to aid all the
other means that are being blest of God
in our day.
•
Maurice Bender, pastor of the New Guilford congregation, Chambersburg,
Pa., is
the program director for the Gospel Tide
Hour.
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dialogue
Cutting through the "fog"
Jerel Book's letter which appeared in
the August Dialogue section commenting on the article "Nicaragua: These
people are not our enemies," (July)
brought some thoughts to mind. We
know the author, Gerald Schlabach,
personally since we work closely with
him. And since we've lived in Central
America these last three and a half
years, we feel very deeply the agony of
the region.
First of all, Gerald writes from a
broad base of contacts within evangelical circles in Nicaragua, and that means
the poor, since the vast majority of
evangelicals in that country come from
the lower classes. His contacts include
the Brethren in Christ Church, two
Mennonite Conferences, the Moravians
(who work mainly with the Miskitos),
the Baptists and others. Jeane Kirkpatrick gets her information from CIA
briefs which are known to serve U.S.
interests. If anyone wants to know more
about the CIA in Central America, they
should read Bitter Fruit by Stephen
Schlesinger and Stephen Kinzer, on the
1954 coup in Guatemala. The scenario,
drawn from State Department documents obtained under the Freedom of
Information Act, is frighteningly similar
to U.S. actions regarding Nicaragua
today.
Secondly, Jerel's point that we have
an obligation to say to our leaders what
we write in our periodicals is well taken.
I know Gerald and his wife have sent
letters to U.S. government officials explaining what they believe to be the
truth of the situation, as have my wife
and I. In addition, M C C is involved,
through its Washington office, in conveying our concerns to our leaders.
What we write has been and will continue to be conveyed to government
officials.
Thirdly, I believe we, as North American Christians who believe in being
peacemakers, must learn to see through
the fog of "information" to the real
issues for us as Christ's messengers of
love and peace. We get hung up trying to
decide who is telling the whole truth,
nothing but the truth, and we miss the
real issue. The fact is, each side has some
truth, but each uses it to their own
advantage (basic human nature), thus
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distorting it. That doesn't relieve us of
the responsibility to seek the truth in
Central America and to respond prophetically as we understand. But even if
we never feel we know where the truth
really lies, we have a more basic issue to
guide us. Whether the Sandinistas are
the bad guys or the good guys really
should not be the main question for
peacemaking Christians.
The basic issue for peacemaking Christians should be our response to any
threat, perceived or real; to show love
where there is hate, to go the second
mile, to turn the other cheek. There is no
doubt that U.S. actions toward Nicaragua are hostile and that fact should govern our response rather than whether
the "enemy" is good or bad. Jesus
doesn't say to only love our friends—
even sinners do that, but rather to love
even our most bitter enemies. Even if
Nicaragua becomes a very bitter enemy,
which may in fact happen given current
U.S. policy, we as Christ's messengers
must find ways to show love. Our
response should be the same whether
we're responding to friends or to enemies.
Why is it so much harder for us to be
convinced of our need to show love to
"enemy" nations than for us to understand our need to love "enemy" individuals? After all, people make up nations,
the only difference is the lack of a personal relationship with those people. No
one of us would justify killing a communist who moved in next door. How then
can we justify supporting our government killing communists from another
country? We must avoid becoming "split
personality" Christians with one set of
moral values for personal relationships
and a different set for collective relationships.
And if people in North America have
difficulty feeling love for Nicaraguan
leftists, let me share with you our pain.
We have friends who are leftists and
friends who are rightists, both of whom
believe adamantly in their cause. Because
of our personal relationship with them,
we naturally feel love and concern for
each of them even though they may hate
each other. It is painful to be in the
middle of people who hate each other
and worse yet to see the suffering caused
by that hate.
The idea of a just war (liberating or
protecting) crumbles when one has

friends on both sides. No cause justifies
the taking of one of those friend's lives.
If we could only know and love those
people who our nation tries to get rid of,
we would not be so eager to get rid of
them. May God give us all the vision
and strength to love even when we don't
know, even as we must believe when we
have not seen.
Rich Sider
MCC Guatemala
Infused with hope
Wow! The editorial "Taking the first
bite" in the August issue infused me with
enthusiasm and hope!
The article reminds every church member that he is the church. If the church
isn't evangelistic enough to suit you,
don't criticize—share your faith. If the
church isn't friendly enough, don't broadcast the problem—be friendly. Your
church board won't object if you are
friendly without having their written
permission.
Want to revive prayer in your church?
Start praying. Pray for your Sunday
school teacher—then report on Sunday
morning that you've been praying for
him or her in your prayers all week.
Your teacher might have a heart attack,
but it's worth the risk. I can't imagine a
better way to go.
Your pastor hasn't been preaching
good enough messages? Try telling him
this Sunday, "Pastor, I have been telling
the Lord in my prayers all week how
much I appreciate your messages." Do
that three or four times and he'll preach
himself to death.
To illustrate the positive power of one
person, the front page of our evangelism
manual has this statement: "Suppose
you were the only Christian in the
world. In the next six months you win
one person and train him to win and
train others. At the end of six months
there are two Christians, both capable
of winning and training. Each of you
wins and trains one in the next six
months, and then there are four. Each
wins and trains one in the next six
months and there are eight. Following
this procedure, how many people would
be won to Christ over sixteen years?"
When you finally get the answer, remember this: It all started with one person—
you.
You've inspired your readers to take
the "first step," or better said, "the first
bite." Thanks for the uplifting and hopefilled article.
Douglas Sider
Saskatoon, Sask.
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reader^ respond
Smorgasbord of recent comments
We enjoy reading the Visitor. My
husband and I are busy schoolteachers,
and we enjoy hearing about Brethren in
Christ news. However, it does have
more meaning to me since that was my
religious background. Keep the good
work up.
Doris L. Mason
Wichita, Kans.
I enjoy the Visitor, and would appreciate anything on prophecy on the end
times. May the Lord bless this ministry.
Mrs. Howard Bishop
Monteville, Ont.
The monthly format of the Visitor is
great—I'm sure the savings are substantial and somehow it just "feels right."
I've often thanked Mom and Dad for

Ofjesinjus
Dear Paul:
In my memory are the great times
with you—hearing your voice and looking into your eyes. I draw on those
memories a lot. But I wonder how well I
heard you, and whether what I heard
you say was what you really meant. Ever
since I left you there in Rome, I've been
learning the usefulness of the written
word. Its permanence excites me.
A bit slow of learning, I can study the
words again and again, discuss them
with others, and even check back with
you. In considering why a person like
me should write, I've concluded that
there are several reasons why I, as a
disciple, should write words, as opposed
to only speaking them:
1. Because of your circumstances I
write to inform you. That makes it possible for you to be aware of the situation
among the believers here. Your continuing ministry to us is dependent upon the
knowledge you have of our situation.
2. Written words are an instrument
for teaching. I no longer believe that you
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initiating (and continuing) my subscription. Meanwhile, I've moved and would
appreciate a change of address . . .
Cheryl Hill
Pasadena, Calif.
I appreciate the Bible reading guide.
And living outside the Brethren in Christ
fellowship, I find the Visitor invaluable
as a means of keeping in touch with a
church I love and friends I value.
Joseph Stambaugh
Winchester, Va.
A special treat
I am writing to tell you how much I
appreciate reading the Visitor. When it
arrives, I take the time to sit and read the
articles that appear about the churches.
Naturally, I look for Skyline View
Church because that's the church our
son John was called of God to pastor.

To be considered for publication,
letters must be signed
and should be 300 words or less.

Later in the day, I sit and read the articles one by one. To me it's a "visit" which
I look forward to.
There was a very good article concerning miscarriage (Sept. 25, 1981)
which to me was "tops." We went
through this with a daughter and a
daughter-in-law. It seemed to express
how we all felt. And more recently the
article by Linda Letner ("Weighing the
commitment and sacrifice," May 1983)
was heartwarming and really good. It
meant so much to me because my husband and I were in the Christian ministry for 35 years.
Your magazine to me is a special treat
with spiritual blessings. I feel as though
we receive so much from God through
the Visitor. May God bless everyone
who helps in any way to get the magazine into our homes.
Mrs. John Reitz, Sr.
Old Forge, Pa.

Onesimus, our faithful and dear brother, who is one of you.. . will tell you
everything that is happening here.
Colossians 4:9
are only a teacher and I only a student. I
now believe that, as disciples, the Spirit
uses us to teach each other. Letters can
be useful in this ministry to each other.
3. I hope my occasional letters entertain you there in your cell. Your big
sentences always amuse me—why, you
couldn't hide behind your written words
if you wanted to. One of the reasons I
keep your letters is for the fun of being
touched by your sparkling humor each
time I read them.
4.1 am convinced that one of the best
ways to love another person is to send
written words to them. It's possible here
to include clusters of rich gooey adjectives, a sort of sweet candy bar, but that
is not what I mean. Rather, to work and
sweat to produce a few words of support
and commitment for the person I care
about may take virtue out of me, but it's
an obligation that I can no longer avoid.
While spoken words can do the things
I've mentioned, they lack the permanence of written words. Even when my
spoken words are born of compassion, I

tend to be discouraged when the listener
either doesn't hear, or doesn't remember
them. Also, in speaking, my moods and
emotions are so spontaneous I tend to
become long-in-words and short-inthought. Actually, when I rely only on
spoken words, it is easy to become
aggressive and selfish, dominating the
air with my noise. How easy it is to
forget what the quiet people must put up
with!
Writing words is a discipline that only
strong motivation can energize into useful products. Because words remain to
judge the writer, there is a healthy concern for truth. Whether I am seeking to
inform, teach, entertain, or love, I want
those words to stand in the judgment.
God's plan to reveal himself in the
Scriptures makes more sense to me now
than when I, as a new convert, ate your
words as if they were life. Now I see that,
as we together become more like our
Master, our words need more permanence than the sound of our voices.
—Onesimus
Evangelical Visitor

editorial

"To serve this present age, our calling to fulfill"
One of the many good things about this summer has
been the opportunity to share with numerous persons
from across the church. Several of them took the opportunity to reflect on the Visitor; some taking issue with an
article, others reporting how the magazine had been a
helpful resource. Appreciating all of the feedback, I only
wished it had been written instead of verbal—so I could
print it in the "Readers Respond" column.
I will share one letter which arrived on my desk while
this column was brewing. The reader wrote, in part, "I
plan to read Ruth Dourte's article (on marriage) every
day
I plan to memorize parts of it
" Knowing that
the Visitor can touch people's lives in this significant way
is a real encouragement, not only to the writers, but also
to the staff here at the publishing house.
For 96 years, the Evangelical Visitor has served a
multi-faceted role in the church: inspiring readers in such
areas as personal spiritual growth, witnessing, and service; fostering in its pages discussions of contemporary
issues in the church and in society; reporting on events
and ministries in the denomination—in short, helping to
knit together this growing, diverse body of believers
known as the Brethren in Christ, so that our fellowship,
unity, and mission may be strengthened and multiplied.
History would suggest that the Visitor has served
former generations fairly well in these areas. But,
paraphrasing Charles Wesley's hymn, "to serve the present age, our calling to fulfill." Consider with me three
areas of concern which affect how well the Visitor will
serve the church in 1984 and beyond.
One of the goals of the past three years has been to
increase the number of Brethren in Christ writers contributing to the magazine, while reducing the number of
articles reprinted from other sources. And we have experienced some success in this matter. For example, since
August of last year, 148 different Brethren in Christ
authors are identified in the pages of the Visitor (a figure
which does not include persons sending in church news
items).
But certainly there are others who have a talent or
interest in writing and who should be utilizing this gift in
ministry. To help stimulate interest in this area, we are
projecting a writing contest for early next year, as well as
considering the possibility of sponsoring a workshop on
the subject at General Conference.
A second concern is the circulation of the Visitor.

During the past ten years, circulation has held steady,
just over the 4,000 mark. However, during the same
period, our membership has grown by nearly 50 percent.
Clearly, the magazine's circulation has not kept pace
with the growth of the church.
The 1982 General Conference approved a recommendation setting forth the goal of getting the Visitor into
every Brethren in Christ home. But in order for this to
happen, congregational leaders will have to "catch the
vision," and encourage their people to subscribe to their
church magazine.
In this connection, we need to recognize the outstanding efforts of two churches. Pilgrim Chapel in Brooklyn,
New York, and the Alta Loma congregation in southern
California. Under the leadership of pastors Grafton
Forbes and J. Ralph Wenger (both of whom are committed to building strong and loyal Brethren in Christ
churches), these congregations for several years have
arranged for every member to receive the Visitor. And
just recently, Pastor Gerald Wingert and the Pequea
(Pa.) church board decided to implement a similar "every
member" plan. Such local leadership (may their tribe
increase!) is vital if we are to reach the goal of a Visitor in
every home. And that level of leadership is important if
the magazine is to approach its potential for helping to
knit together our growing fellowship.
The third (and most important) need is that of prayer
support provided by you, the reader. More than ever
before, I am convinced that our labors for Christ
(whether they be personal, congregational, or denominational) are effective only to the degree to which they are
immersed in regular, specific, focused prayer.
Perhaps you are not a writer. (Oh, you could, and
probably should, write a letter to the editor now and
then.) Perhaps you are able to influence only a handful of
people to become subscribers. But you certainly can
share in this indispensable ministry of prayer. Pray that
we will secure writers who have a message to share, and
who can communicate it effectively. Pray for the editorial and printing processes. Pray that readers will allow the
Holy Spirit to use the published articles to change their
lives.
And pray that during this fall subscription campaign,
our brotherhood makes significant strides toward the
goal of a " Visitor" in every Brethren in Christ home.
G
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the contemporary scene
Magazine survey provides interesting
views of heaven and hell
C H I C A G O (EP)—Churchgoers are increasingly optimistic about the afterlife, demonstrating a growing belief in a merciful, loving
and forgiving God and a lessening concern
about the darker elements of life after death.
That is the conclusion of the editors of
U.S. Catholic, the monthly publication of
the Claretian Fathers and Brothers, who
surveyed their readers on their views of the
afterlife.
They found that 97 percent of those
responding to the informal survey said they
believed in heaven and 33 percent said they
expected to go straight to heaven when they
died.
Another 50 percent of the readers, made
up mostly of R o m a n Catholics, said they
expected to go to heaven after purgatory.
Only 1 percent of those responding said they
expected to go to hell.
And while 86 percent of those responding
said they believed in hell, the magazine said
its readers were reluctant to put anyone
there. Given a list of "candidates" for hell, 22
percent chose Hitler, 15 percent Stalin, 12
percent Nero, 10 percent Judas, 6 percent
Pontius Pilate.
Others receiving scattered votes included
Playboy publisher Hugh Hefner, Mehmet
Ali Agca, who attempted to assassinate Pope
J o h n Paul II, Richard Nixon and "high
ranking hierarchy who womanize a n d / o r
steal."
"The decline in the belief in hell is one of
the most important changes in our history,"
said Dr. Martin Marty, church historian and
professor of divinity at the University of Chicago, in commenting on the survey. "There is
a growth in humaneness and a great sense
among people that fear of hell doesn't motivate people to be good."
Heaven, the magazine said, is something
else.
Nearly everyone said they believed in it
and almost as many said they expected to go
there.
Asked what they would do in heaven,
reader response fell into a pattern, saying
first they expected "to hug God," find rela-
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tives who died before them and ask God
some tough questions, like "why are little
children taken without warning?"
The editors said the last two responses
were not surprising but the first was.
"The hugging of God was mentioned too
many times by widely dispersed people to be
ignored," the magazine said. The editors
speculated the image may come from the
New Testament parable of the prodigal son,
the gospel song image of "he's got the whole
world in his hands" or from the longing of
people who were not hugged enough as
children.
Readers' images of heaven were highly
rural and pastoral, with descriptions ranging
f r o m "a peaceable green pasture" to "like the
Rocky Mountains with streams and waterfalls and meadows with trees and flowers and
the magnificent Grand Canyon."
Marty said results may reflect the pastoral
longing of American city dwellers.
"They have window boxes and dream of
going to the country," he said. "You have to
picture something to talk about heaven so I
don't belittle people who do it, but I think
they would be bored after three days in such
a heaven." Anyway, he added, the Bible
"calls heaven a city as much as a garden."

Broad-based religious coalition
petitions Congress concerning
genetic research
W A S H I N G T O N (EP)—A broad-based coalition of religious leaders, ranging f r o m
right-wing TV evangelist Jerry Falwell to
National Council of Churches head Bishop
James Armstrong, recently petitioned Congress to ban all research that could alter the
genes affecting human heredity. The group
of 59 churchmen signed a resolution circulated by Jeremy Rifkin, author of several
books on genetic research and one of its most
adamant opponents. The group included
Catholic bishops, Jewish leaders and top
representatives of Protestantism's mainline,
charismatic and evangelical traditions.
Said the resolution, "No individual, group
of individuals, or institutions can legitimately claim the right or authority to make deci-

sions on behalf of the rest of the species alive
today or for future generations."

Christian College professors challenge
U.S. statements on Nicaragua
M A N A G U A , Nicaragua (EP)—American
professors and administrators from seven
U.S. colleges who travelled t h r o u g h o u t
Nicaragua in early August have observed
political and social conditions "contrary to
those represented in United States government reports." The group was in Nicaragua
to observe community development projects
there, aimed to bring new insights for experiential education programs at their respective colleges.
Travelling as private citizens, they report
free contact with all sectors of Nicaraguan
society, from development workers, soldiers,
school children, artists, government leaders,
opposition leaders, peasants, pastors, to many
others. Contrary to opinions expressed by
United States government spokesmen, they
found the Nicaraguan people "working toward the classic ideals of life, liberty and the
peaceful pursuit of happiness," the group
stated.
In further contrast to U.S. government
statements, they observed openness rather
then repression. They report that the Sandinista revolution is of the people and continues to have broadly based grassroots support; that Nicaragua is an open society both
religiously and socially; that Nicaragua enjoys political and economic pluralism; and
that Nicaragua has made legitimate strides
toward peaceful pursuit of a better life,
explicitly including the very poor.
The educators are from Bethel College, St.
Paul, Minn.; King College, Bristol, Tenn.;
Gordon College, Wenham, Mass.; Goshen
College, Goshen, Ind.; Seattle Pacific University, Seattle, Wash.; Wheaton College,
Wheaton, 111.; and Whitworth College, Spokane, Wash. In their role as concerned private U.S. citizens, they prepared a declaration urging the U.S. government toward a
dramatic change in policy—from aggression
t o w a r d peace and reconciliation with
Nicaragua.
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